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Potential Senate Budget Committee cuts notwithstanding (and this $4 billion cut to the International Affairs Budget is indeed 
troubling and a cause for concern), it was a very positive week for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in the United States. 
Last week a number of high-ranking US and UN officials met for a private meeting in Washington, DC to discuss progress on the 
MDGs and chart the way forward for a US “breakthrough plan,” to be supported and announced at the UN MDG Review Summit 
September 20 - 22.  

At the meeting, the UN Foundation and Better World Campaign presented encouraging polling data suggesting that Americans 
favorable rating of the United Nations has risen to 60%, and an overwhelming majority (87%) of Americans believe that the United 
States should be involved in a worldwide effort to address urgent issues related to global poverty as part of the MDGs. The poll 
indicates that Americans consider issues such as access to clean water, children’s health, extreme hunger, and access to education 
to be top priorities that nations must address to combat global poverty. Full report  

UNITED STATES 
 
White House Development Strategy Leaked: References Support to Achieving the MDGs: The Cable, May 3 (MDG 8) 
The White House is moving closer to finishing a sweeping review of US development strategy that aims to put development on par 
with diplomacy and defense as a "central pillar" of US national security, according to sources familiar with the issues. The draft copy 
of the review, entitled "A New Way Forward on Global Development" and known internally as the Presidential Study Directive on 
Global Development or PSD-7 would establish an interagency "development policy committee" - moving the responsibility for 
coordinating US policy on development out of the State Department. 
 
US Mission to the United Nations: Statement on the Millennium Development Goals: April 29 (MDG 8) 
At an informal plenary meeting in New York, Ambassador Rick Barton, US Representative on the Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) stressed the fundamental importance of the MDGs as a “symbol of our common humanity.” Barton laid out four principles 
the US sees as critical to making more rapid progress in the next five years: (1) focusing on development outcomes, not just 
development dollars; (2) enhancing national ownership and mutual accountability among development partners, not only in 
principle but also in practice; (3) making development gains sustainable; and, (4) making more effective use of innovation and other 
force multipliers, to maximize the impact.  

 
Bono and President Obama meet at the White House, talk MDGs: Politico.com, April 30 (MDG 8) 
Bono, U2 frontman, joined an Oval Office meeting with President Obama and his national security staff to discuss the White House’s 

“development strategy” ahead of G8 and G20 meetings in Canada and the UN MDG Summit in September.  

Senate Panel Approves US Foreign Affairs Budget Hike: Devex, April 28 (MDG 8)  

The US Senate Foreign Relations Committee passed an appropriations bill that will: (a) increase the size of the US diplomatic corps; 
(b) provide vital funds and resources to international organizations; (c) address critical pay equity issues for Foreign Service Officers; 
and, (d) enhance US public diplomacy and consular efforts. The Foreign Relations Authorization Act for Fiscal Years 2010-11, which 
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must still pass the full Senate and be merged with its House companion bill (H.R. 2410), defied an attempt to decrease President 
Obama’s proposed 2011 Foreign Affairs Budget by $4 billion. 
 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Makes Its Case for Climate Change: NY Times, April 28 (MDG 7) 
A Yale poll found that only 12 percent of Americans were “very worried” about global warming and that tackling climate change is a 
low priority for the general public. The EPA has initiated a public campaign addressing the rise in greenhouse gases as a serious 
problem to be confronted. The Agency released an 80-page report called “Climate Change Indicators in the United States” to help 
Americans understand climate change data. 
 
Presidential Summit on Entrepreneurship: Women are Agents of Change: America.gov, April 27 (MDG 3) 
Delegates from over 50 countries attended the Presidential Summit on Entrepreneurship in Washington, which aimed to promote 
entrepreneurship as the most effective way to tap energy and skills of people. Proclaiming that women have a “unique opportunity 
to ignite social change,” Farah Pandith, the US Department of State’s Special Representative to Muslim Communities, opened the 
final panel, focused on “unleashing the power of women entrepreneurs.”  
 
AIDS Programs Hit Setbacks in Africa: Newsweek, April 27 (MDG 6) 
One year after President Obama unveiled a new $63 billion Global Health Initiative (GHI), advocacy groups are raising the alarm 
about HIV treatment shortages and are particularly concerned about the stagnation in the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief (PEPFAR) funding. With greater focus on aid effectiveness, GHI takes a pragmatic approach to US global health initiatives, 
which those in the field are saying is not an effective solution to burgeoning patient need and dwindling resources.  
 

CANADA 
 
Canada Wants Flexible Approach on Child, Maternal Health Issues: The Globe and Mail, April 28 (MDGs 4 & 5) 
At the end of a two-day meeting in Halifax, International Co-operation Minister Bev Oda indicated that G8 Development Ministers 
agree flexibility allows each member state to determine how they can improve the health of mothers and children in developing 
countries. Canada maintains it will not support funding for abortions in developing nations as part of the Family Planning Initiative, 
whereas other G8 countries, particularly the US and Britain, believe access to safe abortion should be part of a family planning 
program.   
 
Prime Minister Harper Defends Excluding Abortion From G8 Plan: The Globe and Mail, April 27 (MDGs 4 & 5) 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper defended excluding abortion from the G8 plan indicating that Canadians do not want to spend aid 
money on such divisive initiatives as abortion when there are many other ways to save the lives of women and children. Liberal 
Leader Michael Ignatieff argued, “You simply cannot promote reproductive health for women unless you respect a women’s right to 
choose and unless you include access to safe and legal abortion.”   
 
“Why Should They Believe Us?”- Questioning the G8’s Credibility: NY Times, April 24 (MDG 8) 
The New York Times’ editorial argues that Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada, host of the G8 Summit in June, was right in 
saying, “If the G8 is to remain credible, accountability is absolutely necessary.” The article goes on to argue that leaders of the 
world’s wealthiest nations can bolster credibility by explaining how they plan to fill the $20 billion gap between the foreign aid they 
promised to send to developing countries and what they are actually giving.  
 

Will G8 Meet Its Aid Pledges?: The Star, April 24 (MDGs 4, 5, & 8) 
With just five years left to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, Canada – host of the June G8 and G20 Summits – and other 
recession-weary donor countries are tempted to freeze foreign aid, or even pare back. The United Nations estimates that aid from 
the major donor countries will be approximately $120 billion this year – an estimated $35 billion short of the Gleneagles Summit 
commitments five years ago. Prime Minister Harper has signaled that more Canadian funding will be allotted toward two MDGs that 
are at risk of not being achieved: maternal health and child mortality.  
 

UNITED NATIONS AND AROUND THE WORLD  

 
Women Key to Achieving Millennium Development Goals: The Huffington Post, May 2 (MDGs 4, 5 & 6) 
Former US Global AIDS Coordinator, Dr. Mark Dybul argues that women and mothers are the entry point for well-educated, 
productive, healthy families and communities, in other words they are the entry point to deliver on the Millennium Development 
Goals. According to Dr. Dybul, the development community does not need to start from scratch to create a strategy that puts 
women, mothers and children at the forefront. Rather, he indicated that a possible solution may be to transform the Global Fund to 
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria to a Global Fund for the health-related MDGs. 
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The Sleep Out to End Malaria: NothingButNets.net, April 28 (MDG 6) 
On the eve of World Malaria Day, April 25, thousands of people across the country and around the world showed their commitment 
to sending nets and saving lives at the Sleep Out to End Malaria. From Nashville to L.A., and Zimbabwe to South Korea, Nothing But 
Nets and United Against Malaria supporters shared their experiences and teamed up to end malaria by 2015. Momentum continues 
to build leading up to the World Cup this summer - the first time the event will be played on the African continent.  

 
UN Official Urges Rich Nations’ Leaders to Help End Child Malnutrition: UN News Center, April 27 (MDG 1) 
Josette Sheeran, Executive Director of the UN World Food Program (WFP), urged leaders of the G8 industrialized nations to make 
combating child malnutrition a pillar of the their June Summit in Canada, saying poor nutrition is responsible for the death of 3.5 
million children every year. “No issue is more urgent, or more foundational to other development goals, than getting maternal and 
child nutrition right.”  

 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 
Energy for a Sustainable Future: UN Secretary-DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ DǊƻǳǇ ƻƴ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ (MDG 7) 
UN-Energy and the UN Secretary-General’s Advisory Group on Energy and Climate Change hosted a one-day event, “Energy for 
Development -- Towards A Sustainable Global Energy Future,” in New York on April 28 to bring energy issues to the forefront of the 
global development agenda and to launch a new report and recommendations. Energy services are essential for achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals by meeting basic human needs, reducing poverty and promoting sustainable development.  
 
Rationing Funds, Risking Lives: World Backtracks on HIV Treatment: LƴǘΩl Treatment Preparedness Coalition, April 26 (MDG 6)  
The report by the International Treatment Preparedness Coalition (ITPC) found patients are being turned away from treatment 
programs and AIDS drug stocks are running out because of government budget cuts and flatlined funding from major donors like the 
US’ President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPAR) and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. The report 
indicated the Global Fund would need $20 billion over the next three years to help meet health-related Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), but said G8 nations and other donors were warning that raising $13 billion may be difficult in the economic climate.  
 
The Global Annual Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water (GLAAS) UN-Water & WHO (MDG 7) 
The Global Annual Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water (GLAAS) is a UN-Water initiative implemented by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) with the objective to provide policy makers at all levels with a reliable, easily accessible, comprehensive and 
global analysis of the evidence to make informed decisions in sanitation and drinking-water. UN-Water GLAAS highlights stagnated 
efforts in achieving Millennium Development Goal 7, the target of which is to halve the proportion of people without sustainable 
access to safe drinking-water and basic sanitation by 2015.  
 

MDG COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 
 
Canada Launches ‘Robin Hood Tax’ Campaign (MDG 8) 
Together with the “At The Table” campaign, a Canadian and global civil society campaign mobilizing citizens to “take their place” at 
the G8 and G20 Summits, the “Robin Hood Tax” campaign asks Canadian Prime Minister Harper to approve the proposed tax on 
financial transactions, also known as the Financial Transactions Tax (FTT). Proceeds from the FTT would go to developing countries 
to help them alleviate extreme poverty, and mitigate climate change and its deleterious effects.  
 
Online Film Contest for Powerful Stories About Millennium Development Goals 
Link TV and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation have launched View Change, an online contest to create films about the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Videos about the MDGs can be submitted in the categories of innovation, sustainability, 
empowerment, leadership & governance, overcoming conflict and local and global partnerships.  Submissions will be accepted 
through August 31, with $50,000 in cash prizes. The winning films will be broadcast on Link TV and online.  
 
African Musicians Collaborate for Millennium Development Goals Song ‘8 Goals for Africa’   
The Double Grammy Award winning Soweto Gospel Choir will collaborate with seven other African singers including Baaba Maal and 
Angélique Kidjo on a song highlighting the importance of the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which will be performed 
and released worldwide in June, during the 2010 FIFA World Cup.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
May 3 – 14: UN Commission on Sustainable Development, New York, New York  
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May 5 – 7: World Economic Forum on Africa 2010, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
 
June 2 – 4: InterAction Forum 2010, Washington DC   
 

On the Horizon  
 
June 7 – 9: Women Deliver, Washington DC 
 
June 14 – 15: Interactive Hearings on the UN Millennium Development Goals Summit, New York, New York 
 
June 14 – 18: 37

th
 Annual Global Health Conference, Washington DC 

 
June 16 – 24: G(irls)20 Summit, Toronto, Canada  
 
June 21 – 23: World Religions Summit, Winnipeg, Canada 

June 25 – 26: G8 Summit, Muskoka, Canada 
 
June 26 – 27: G20 Summit, Toronto, Canada 
 
June 24 – 25: UN Global Compact Leaders Summit, New York, New York 
 
August 4 – 6: 7

th
 Annual Youth Assembly at the United Nations, New York 

 
September 17 – 19: Stand Up, Take Action: Make a Noise for the MDGs, Worldwide 
 
September 20 – 22: United Nations Millennium Development Goals Summit, New York, New York 

 

 

 
The 8 Millennium Development Goals 

www.standagainstpoverty.org and www.endpoverty2015.org  
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