
 

 

Covering Information from 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 – Tuesday, August 17, 2010 
 

 

Only 31 days to go! Register your Stand Up event: 

www.standagainstpoverty.org. See what events are happening 
in your area: http://www.meetup.com/Stand-against-poverty/!  
 
 

 

“Like” the United Nations Millennium Campaign, North America on Facebook. Discuss progress towards 

the MDGs in the United States and Canada and keep up-to-date on information in the lead-up to the 
UN MDG Review Summit in September. 

 
Should you have content and/or events to highlight, please email Alison Gemgnani at agemgnani@unfoundation.org.   

 

BLOG OF THE WEEK 
 
Make Noise for the MDGs this September with Stand Up, Take Action!: ONE, August 12  
During the weekend of September 17-19, Stand Up, Take Action! “Make Noise for the MDGs”  will allow millions of people around 
the world to “make noise” in support of the MDGs. Have fun with the theme – ring bells, sing loudly, drum to your heart’s content 
and don’t forget to take pictures and video! With the United Nations MDG Review Summit immediately following this global 
weekend of action, Stand Up is a key opportunity for you to make your government aware that people care about the MDGs and to 
hold your government accountable for promises they have made. So please join us by taking a “Stand” against poverty in 2010! 

 

UNITED STATES 
 
USAID Administrator Discusses Foreign Aid Budget: Kaiser Family Foundation, August 16 (MDG 8) 
At an event hosted by Global Washington in Seattle, US Agency for International Development (USAID) Administrator Rajiv Shah 
discussed foreign aid efficacy and ways "to streamline the federal agency and to help make the whole US aid budget easier to 
understand and track." Shah indicated that the Obama Administration is concerned about foreign aid transparency and its 
effectiveness. Representatives Jim McDermott (D-WA) and Adam Smith (D-WA) also spoke at the event and made remarks about 
how the difficult economic climate will affect the foreign aid budget.  
 
Secretary Hilary Clinton’s Remarks on the Global Health Initiative: US Dept of State, August 16 (MDGs 4, 5 & 6) 
In a speech before John’s Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies in Washington, DC, Secretary of State Hilary 
Clinton discussed the role of the Global Health Initiative (GHI) in advancing American leadership in health around the world. 
According to Clinton, “no nation in history has done more to improve global health.” The GHI represents a new approach, informed 
by new thinking and aimed at a new goal – to save the greatest possible number of lives, both by increasing existing health programs 
and by building upon them to help countries develop their capacity to improve the health of their people. 
 
Civil Society Sounds Off on US Strategy for Meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
Since the release of the United States Strategy for Meeting the Millennium Development Goals at the end of July, the development 
community has reacted – with both praise and concern – as to whether or not this strategy document goes far enough to ensure the 
US’ commitment and leadership in achieving the MDGs. In the lead up to the MDG Review Summit in September, we welcome your 
reactions to the Obama Administration’s actions on ensuring that the US plays a leadership role in achieving the MDGs.   
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Here is what your peers are saying: 
 
Letter to President Obama to Expand Debt Cancellation: Jubilee USA, August 13 (MDG 8) 
Forty-eight House of Representatives Members sent a letter to President Obama urging him to include expanded debt cancellation 
and responsible finance in his plan to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. The bipartisan letter asks President Obama to: 1) 
Expand the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative (MDRI) to make eligible all of the countries that qualify for International Development 
Association-only (IDA-only) support from the World Bank; 2) Use the voice, vote and influence of the US at the World Bank, the IMF, 
and other international financial institutions to end the imposition of harmful and counterproductive conditionalities and policies; 
and, 3) Promote responsible international lending and borrowing. 
 
Open Letter Calling for Global Development Strategy: Modernizing Foreign Assistance Network (MFAN), August 2010  
In an open letter, MFAN calls on President Obama to create America's first-ever Global Development Strategy, to provide a clear 
roadmap for US leadership on poverty reduction. The letter also calls for President Obama to partner with Congress to rewrite the 
existing, Cold War-era Foreign Assistance Act.  
 
A Swing and a Miss: Advocates for Youth, August 13 
Advocates for Youth argues that the US MDG Strategy falls short because it leaves three questions unanswered: (1) How will the US 
Government determine the most effective and evidence-based programs in which to invest?; (2) What will the aid transparency 
mechanism look like?; and, (3) Why is there no mention of youth involvement – specifically the millennial generation – in ensuring 
the MDGs are achieved? 

 
Obama Administration Starts Delivering on Aid Transparency: Publish What You Fund, August 4 (MDG 8) 
Publish What you Fund applauds the announcement, which includes launching an ‘aid transparency initiative’,  and looks forward to 
seeing concrete timelines, detailed plans and robust policy that will ensure the potential of this initiative is brought to life. 

 
New US MDG Strategy: Global Washington, August 9 
According to Global Washington, many of the initiatives discussed in the strategy are ongoing efforts that the US Government has 
worked on for years and the new strategy is sparse on details, leaving much to the imagination.   
 
The US MDG Strategy is More than a PR Ploy!: UN Dispatch, August 2 
Aid Watch’s Laura Freschi argues in a blog post that the US MDG strategy is basically a PR ploy "to create a positive image of 
benevolence towards the world’s poor, which is sadly unrelated to whether the goals are actually achieved." In his rebuttal, Mark 
Leon Goldberg is proud of the progress that the US had made in accepting these international goals and although the MDG Strategy 
may not be perfect, it is an important step to see what the US will bring to the table. 
 

CANADA 
 
Minister Beverley Oda to Post Travelogue While in Mali and Mozambique: CIDA, August 16 (MDGs 4 & 5) 
The Honorable Beverley J. Oda, Minister of International Cooperation, invites the media and the Canadian public to accompany her 
on her visits through Mali and Mozambique by way of a travelogue that will be posted on CIDA's website. Minister Oda will be in 
Mozambique and Mali from August 16 to 26 as part of Canada's efforts to implement its contribution to the Muskoka G-8 Initiative 
to improve the health of mothers and children in developing countries. The travelogue will be available COB August 18. 
 
The Duty to Care: Ottawa Citizen, August 16 (MDG 7) 
According to the Ottawa Citizen, when responding to international humanitarian crises, every Canadian has a duty: to give, to care, 
and not to turn away from the images of parents struggling to pull their children through high, dirty water, or of the old and infirm 
struggling to get scarce relief packages. Canada's humanitarian responsibility does not begin when an earthquake or flood hits the 
headlines, and it does not end when those headlines disappear. Long-term projects to fight corruption and strengthen the 
administrative capacity of government and civil society in places such as Pakistan and Haiti pay off in better disaster response, and 
better recovery from disasters – equating to less emergency aid from Canada's government.  

 
British Columbia Premier Offers California legislators Support for Climate-Change Legislation: Calgary Herald, August 12 (MDG 7) 
In a rare appearance before the California’s State Assembly, British Columbia Premier Gordon Campbell gave California legislators a 
vote of encouragement. The premier voiced support for the Assembly's efforts to tackle greenhouse-gas emissions. Assembly Bill 32, 
which commits California to participate with BC and several other states and provinces in the Western Climate Initiative, is 
potentially threatened by a forthcoming state-wide referendum known as Proposition 23, which would effectively kill California's 
climate-change legislation and leave the Western Climate Initiative without its leading advocate.  
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UNITED NATIONS AND AROUND THE WORLD  
 
United Nations Launches International Year of Youth: UNICEF, August 12 
The International Year of Youth was launched in the General Assembly Hall with an eclectic event of speeches, musical 
performances, videos and poetry. The Year, which runs from 12 August 2010 to 11 August 2011, aims to promote the ideals of 
peace, respect for human rights and solidarity across generations, cultures, religions and civilizations. Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon called for strengthening efforts “to include young people in policies, programs and decision-making processes that benefit 
their futures and ours.”  

 
It’s Time to Consider the Girl Effect on HIV: The Huffington Post, August 11 (MDG 6)  
Nike Foundation President, Maria Eitel, asserts that HIV prevention strategies have rarely focused on girls but would be a wise 
investment in the fight against HIV/AIDS. Eitel highlights a study that found lower HIV rates in girls who were given cash incentives 
and argues that we must recognize their economic potential and invest accordingly. When a girl has assets other than her body, 
priorities in the family shift rapidly, Eitel adds. 
 
GAVI Alliance Subsidizes New Vaccine to Save Children: The Economist, August 11 (MDGs 4 & 6) 
New clinical trials organized by Merck, the vaccine’s manufacturer, and the Program for Appropriate Technology in Health, a medical 
charity based in Seattle, indicate that a vaccine to combat rotavirus – which kills 1.3 million children a year – has proven effective in 
sub-Saharan Africa and Asia. Global health partnership, the GAVI Alliance, has agreed to subsidize the vaccine with the hopes of 
incorporating it into immunization programs. The subsidies will allow countries in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa to purchase the 
product at 10-30 cents a dose, compared with a market price of around $10. 

 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 
Human Rights and the Millennium Development Goals in Practice: United Nations Human Rights, August 2010 
The new publication by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) reviews the extent to which and how human 
rights are reflected in national MDG-based strategies. The study identifies critical gaps and challenges as well as lessons learned, 
making it a valuable resource for policy makers, national human rights institutions, civil society, and UN agencies, in particular in the 
context of the MDG review summit that will be held on 20-22 September at the UN General Assembly in New York and beyond. 
 
The Political Economy of Trade and Food Security: International Center for Trade and Sustainable Development, July 2010 
According to the report, ensuring global food security will only become more difficult as future food demand is expected to increase 
by 70 percent by 2050. Today, the world is generally food secure on average; however, access to the available food varies greatly by 
level of income and geography across and within countries. In the next few decades, climate implications for food production and 
growing global populations are expected to add pressure to the world’s food supply. Both today and in the longer-term, global trade, 
in addition to increased productivity, is necessary to provide sufficient access to calories and the diet diversity required to avoid 
undernourishment. 
 

MDG COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 
 
Jubliee Sunday in Support of Stand Up, Take Action: Jubilee USA 
Join Jubilee Congregations around the United States in dedicating part or all of your service on September 19, 2010 to pray for global 
economic justice, deepen the community’s understanding of the debt issue, take concrete action for debt cancellation and more just 
economic policies, and collect a special offering to support the work of the Jubilee USA Network. Jubilee USA has published an 
educational worship resource to help facilitate Jubilee Sunday, which will take place during the Stand Up, Take Action weekend. 
 
Oxfam Petition Asks President Obama to ‘Take it Up a Notch’: Oxfam USA 
Oxfam USA has launched on online petition applauding President Obama’s efforts thus far in fighting global poverty and its root 
causes, but asking him to “take it up a notch.” The petition proposes two specific actions President Obama could take to increase the 
US’ role in achieving the Millennium Development Goals: 1) the creation of America's first-ever Global Development Strategy and 2) 
a partnership with Congress to rewrite the existing, Cold War-era Foreign Assistance Act.  
 
Digital Media Lounge at 2010 Mashable Social Good Summit: United Nations Foundation 
The UN Week Digital Media Lounge offers a dedicated venue that is completely wired and accessible to today’s top on-line voices 
and up-and-coming bloggers. From September 21-24, 2010, this venue will be a place for bloggers to have exclusive in-person access 
to MDG experts. Apply here.  
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FAO Anti-Hunger Petition Urges People to Get "Mad", Push for Action: FAO (MDG 1) 
The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has launched an online campaign calling on national and international 
leaders to make the elimination of hunger their top priority. “The 1 Billion Hungry Project” aims to attract one million signatures to a 
petition that will be presented to world leaders during an official ceremony at the UN in October. "We should be extremely angry for 
the outrageous fact that that our fellow human beings continue to suffer from hunger," declared FAO Director-General Jacques 
Diouf. 

 

REMINDERS 
 
Local Authorities in Action for the Millennium Development Goals: United Cities, Local Governments 
On 17-19 September, the weekend prior to the United Nations MDG Review Summit (also known as the High-Level Summit on the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), millions of people around the world will mobilize to demand concrete actions for the 
achievement of the MDGs. Because local and regional authorities are in a position to raise understanding among their citizens and to 
mobilize their communities, United Cities, Local Governments and the United Nations Millennium Campaign are calling on them to 
join this global movement. They are being provided with a toolkit with information that will ensure that their commitment to the 
MDGs – and the voice of their citizens – are visible before the Summit. Please follow-up with your local authorities to ensure action 
is being taken.  

 
Partnership Events Surrounding the United Nations Millennium Development Goals Summit: United Nations 
Events by UN agencies, non-governmental organizations, Permanent Missions, the private sector and other partners are expected to 
be held in and around the United Nations in New York before and during the Summit on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 
20-22 September 2010. You are invited to submit information on your proposed event using the online form. The information you 
provide will enable information sharing among partners and with the public on all planned partnership events associated with the 
Summit and facilitate a coordinated approach. At the conclusion of the Summit, a compilation of partnership events, together with a 
brief description of outcomes and any commitments, based on the submissions using the online form, will be issued. 

 
Millennium Development Goals iPhone Application - Available Soon: United Nations Publications 
The United Nations will launch a free iPhone application allowing you to check the progress towards meeting the targets of the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). In 2000 world leaders came together at United Nations Headquarters in New York to adopt 
the UN Millennium Declaration, committing their nations to a new global partnership to reduce extreme poverty by 2015. This 
September, world leaders will reconvene to establish a plan of action to accelerate progress. 

 
Join the Conversation: Making the Millennium Development Goals Happen:  UN Foundation and Devex 
The United Nations Foundation and Devex teamed up to launch a global dialogue on “Making the Millennium Development Goals 
Happen.” The current discussion focuses on MDG 6: Combating HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other diseases. The forum is intended to 
serve as a resource for development professionals around the world to discuss, debate, and celebrate progress to date on the 
MDGs, and to facilitate recommendations for the achievement of the Goals over the next five years. Development professionals are 
encouraged to join the MDG-related discussion. 
 
Day1 National Radio Begins "Faith & Global Hunger" Series: Day 1 National Radio (MDG 1)  
The "Day 1" national radio program hosted by Peter Wallace aired a special four-part series examining global hunger through a 
Christian social justice perspective, in order to spark increased awareness and support of the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) among people of faith. The four series aired on June 13th (Hodding Carter III), 20th (Rev. Dr. Barbara Lundblad), 27th (David 
Beckmann) and July 4

th
 (Right Rev Michael Curry). A special capstone address with President Jimmy Carter will air on September 

12th.  

 
LinkTV Online Film Contest for MDG Stories: Deadline – August 31 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
August 23 – 27: World Youth Conference Mexico 2010, León Guanajuato, Mexico  
 
August 30 – September 1: 63

rd
 Annual United Nations DPI/NGO Conference, Melbourne, Australia 

 
September 17 – 19: Stand Up, Take Action: Make a Noise for the MDGs, Worldwide 
 
September 20 – 22: United Nations Millennium Development Goals Summit, New York, New York 
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November 11 – 12: G20 Summit, Seoul, South Korea 
 
 

 
The Eight Millennium Development Goals 

www.endpoverty2015.org and www.standagainstpoverty.org 
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