
 

 

Covering Information from 

Monday, July 12, 2010 – Monday, July 19, 2010 
 

Countdown to Stand Up, Take Action: Make Noise for the MDGs! – 61 days! 
 
On the eve of the United Nations MDG Review Summit in New York, “Stand Up, Take Action: Make Noise for the MDGs” will take 
place around the world from Friday, September 17 to Sunday, September 19; last year over 173 million people participated. "Stand 
Up" is a global mobilization effort that allows citizens to collectively voice demands to their leaders to come to the MDG Review 
Summit prepared with an action plan to achieve the MDGs. This year, "Noise" will be generated in every form (i.e. drums, bells, 
singing, stomping) around the world as a powerful signal to leaders that we will not remain silent in support of the MDGs. Starting 
Monday, July 19th, events can be registered at www.standagainstpoverty.org. To learn more about the Stand Up, Take Action: Make 
Noise for the MDGs and to see what events are occurring in your community, visit www.standagainstpoverty.org or email Leanne 
Rios (Leanne.Rios@undp.org).  
 
The United Nations Millennium Campaign, North America has created a page on Facebook to serve as a forum for discussion on 
progress towards the MDGs in the United States and Canada. Keep up-to-date on information in the lead-up to the UN MDG Review 
Summit in September by “liking” us and sharing information on what your organization is doing. 
 

 
 
Please forward this newsletter to your networks and listservs. With the UN MDG Review Summit quickly approaching, it is 
increasingly important to for our community to share information on the MDGs. Should you have content and/or events to highlight, 
please email Alison Gemgnani at agemgnani@unfoundation.org.   

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

"Let's rejoice in the fact that today we have treatments that work ... what we need is the political will to go the extra mile to deliver 
universal access." 

 – Dr. Julio Montaner, President of the International AIDS Society and Chairman of the AIDS 2010 Conference 

UNITED STATES 

Women's, Children's Groups Warn of Negative Consequences of Child Marriage: Voice of America, July 15 (MDG 3) 
US lawmakers convened a hearing on Capitol Hill to discuss the issue of child marriage and its effect on girls and society, which non-
governmental organizations estimate affects 60 million girls worldwide. The International Women's Health Coalition says girls 
between the ages of 10 and 14 are five times more likely to die in pregnancy and childbirth than women who are a decade older. 
The US State Department's ambassador-at-large for global women's issues, Melanne Verveer, urged countries to implement and 
enforce laws that set a minimum age for marriage. "Child marriage is inextricably linked to the cycle of poverty," argued Verveer. 
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Aid Reform Within Reach: Time for President Obama to Lead: The Huffington Post, July 14 (MDG 8) 
George Ingram, Co-Chairman of the Modernizing Foreign Assistance Network (MFAN), calls for President Obama to push for foreign 
aid reform, arguing that the US is falling short in “getting the most bang for its development buck.” Since the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961 (FAA) was signed by President Kennedy in the first decade of the Cold War, the American foreign aid system has yet to 
undergo a major overhaul, despite various attempts and a vastly changed world. MFAN is circulating an Open Letter calling on 
President Obama to show leadership on foreign aid reform and set the United States on the right path for development policy. 

 
Millions Wasted on Shipping Food Aid: IRIN, July 13 (MDG 1)  
According to the Food Aid and Agricultural Cargo Preference study by researchers at Cornell University, the US spends about $140 
million every year on non-emergency food aid in Africa, and roughly the same amount to ship food aid to global destinations on US 
vessels - money that could have been used to feed more people. US Agency for International Development (USAID) accounts for 
more than half of the world's food aid every year for decades, but has been "the last and slowest donor to reform its food aid 
policies", noted authors Christopher Barrett, Elizabeth Bageant and Erin Lentz. Most donors, including the European Union, have 
moved towards cash transfers or vouchers to buy food, instead of providing food as aid.  
 

CANADA 
 
Canada Urges Action on Big Doha Issues: Reuters, July 16 (MDG 8) 
In an interview with Reuters, Canada’s Minister of International Trade, Peter Van Loan, urged World Trade Organization (WTO) 
member states to find answers to bilateral squabbles if they want to achieve any global breakthrough in free trade talks. Van Loan 
said he would not point fingers at which WTO members were holding up the Doha round but warned that political populism could 
slow progress towards any kind of free trade deal. "I really think the focus of those at the WTO has to be to find a way to get critical 
movement on the key issues," he argued, adding, "You need to have a sustained effort in the places where rocks need to be moved." 
 
Building Canadian Prosperity One BRIC at a Time: The Montreal Gazette, July 14 (MDG 8)  
According to Gwen Morgan, retired founding CEO of EnCana Corp, achieving agreement for advanced countries to cut deficits in half 
by 2013 and to stabilize debt loads by 2016 was a major accomplishment by Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper – considering 
the dissension leading up to the G8/G20 meetings last month. Morgan has concerns about which countries will actually live up to the 
agreement and advises Canada to expand its trade diversification initiatives, especially with the BRIC countries – Brazil, Russia, India 
and China. 

 

UNITED NATIONS AND AROUND THE WORLD  
 
UN Appeals for Nearly $5 Billion to Help Needy: The Associated Press, July 14 (MDG 1) 
The United Nations appealed for nearly $5 billion to help 53 million people in 34 countries who need humanitarian aid this year. The 
UN's original 2010 appeal sought $7.1 billion but increased to $9.5 billion with the earthquake in Haiti and the deepening of crises in 
Africa's Sahel region, the Central African Republic and elsewhere. Donors have already pledged $4.53 billion but the UN needs $4.98 
billion more. UN Humanitarian Chief John Holmes praised the donors who maintained contributions "in the face of recession and 
pressure on budgets" and urged them "to keep up this effort to ensure that people struck by disaster or conflict receive the help 
they desperately need for the rest of the year." 
 
Economic Downturn Shaping AIDS Fight: Bill Gates: Agence France-Presse, July 14 (MDG 6) 
Microsoft co-founder and newly appointed Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) Advocate Bill Gates urged governments and 
health advocates to get more out of every dollar" in the fight against AIDS, saying the global economic downturn has hit funding for 
the disease. "We are facing a major challenge in terms of funding because the global economic downturn has got a lot of 
governments looking hard at their budgets, and some doing decreases in the kind of aid that goes for global health, and AIDS in 
particular," Gates told reporters.  
 
Africa is the Real Victor of This Year’s Soccer World Cup – UN: UN News Center, July 13 
The United Nations hailed the 2010 World Cup as a great success for the Government and people of the host nation South Africa, as 
well as the entire African continent, adding that the event also served as a vital tool to promote development and peace. According 
to a press release issued by the UN, “the real victor of the 2010 World Cup is Africa and the South African people,” and the 2010 
World Cup “marked an unprecedented opportunity for the UN to promote the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).”  
 
UN Eyes Private Help in $100 Billion Climate Aid: Associated Press, July 13 (MDG 7) 
To fulfill the pledge by rich nations in Copenhagen to provide $100 billion a year of climate-related aid to developing countries by 
2020, United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon believes it will depend - in part - on private donors and other non-
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governmental sources. "The challenges will be great," Ban told reporters. "They [panel of advisors] have to first of all identify the 
sources of resource — whether it comes from public funding or private funding. I suspect that to generate $100 billion, both private 
and public funds would be necessary." 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 
Evidence Says the Millennium Development Goals are “Within Reach”: UNDP, July 13  
A synthesis of evidence from around the world, released by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), vividly illuminates for 
the international community the path to creating a healthier and richer world it envisioned a decade ago when it adopted the 
Millennium Development Goals. The publication, titled “The path to achieving the Millennium Development Goals: A synthesis of 
evidence from around the world”, asserts that, while there is no one approach that could guarantee a country’s success across the 
board, with national commitment, innovative policies and pro-poor economic growth, the MDGs are within reach.  

 
New UNAIDS OUTLOOK Report 2010 Launched: UNAIDS, July 13 (MDG 6) 
The newly released 2010 UNAIDS Outlook report outlines a radically simplified HIV treatment platform called Treatment 2.0 that 
could decrease the number of AIDS-related deaths drastically and could also greatly reduce the number of new HIV infections. 
Evidence shows that new HIV infections among young people, in the 15 countries most affected by HIV, are dropping significantly as 
young people embrace safer sexual behaviors. Also in the report, a sweeping new UNAIDS and Zogby International public opinion 
poll shows that nearly 30 years into the AIDS epidemic, countries continue to rank AIDS high on the list of the most important issues 
facing the world. 
 
Girls Count: A Global Investment & Action Agenda: The Coalition for Adolescent Girls (MDG 3) 
A series of reports released by The Coalition for Adolescent Girls entitled “Girls Count” provide some of the first critical research 
specifically focused on adolescent girls in the developing world. It demonstrates how providing support to girls age 10-18 
dramatically improves their lives – and also results in significant benefits for society as a whole. The report also includes strategic, 
concrete action items for policymakers, donors, development professionals, and the private sector to effectively implement change. 
 

MDG COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 
 
Partnership Events Surrounding the United Nations Millennium Development Goals Review Summit: United Nations 
Events by UN agencies, non-governmental organizations, Permanent Missions, the private sector and other partners are expected to 
be held in and around the United Nations in New York before and during the Summit on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 
20-22 September 2010. You are invited to submit information on your proposed event using the online form. The information you 
provide will enable information sharing among partners and with the public on all planned partnership events associated with the 
Summit and facilitate a coordinated approach. At the conclusion of the Summit, a compilation of partnership events, together with a 
brief description of outcomes and any commitments, based on the submissions using the online form, will be issued. 

 
Join UNA-USA’s Discussion with Experts and Activists on the Millennium Development Goals: UNA-USA 
Join UNA-USA on Wednesday, July 21st at 6:30 pm EST to find out how to bring the message of the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) to your community! Listen to experts and activists discuss the US’ commitment to the MDGs and learn what you can do to 
make sure more Americans understand these important priorities. Visit www.unausa.org/july21 for more information. 
 
FAO Anti-Hunger Petition Urges People to Get "Mad", Push for Action: FAO (MDG 1) 
 The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has launched an online campaign calling on national and international leaders to 
make the elimination of hunger their top priority. “The 1billionhungry project” aims to attract one million signatures to a 
petition that will be presented to world leaders during an official ceremony at the UN in October. "We should be extremely angry for 
the outrageous fact that that our fellow human beings continue to suffer from hunger," declared FAO Director-General Jacques 
Diouf. 

 

REMINDERS 
 
Millennium Development Goals iPhone Application - Available Soon: United Nations Publications 
The United Nations will launch a free iPhone application allowing you to check the progress towards meeting the targets of the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). In 2000 world leaders came together at United Nations Headquarters in New York to adopt 
the UN Millennium Declaration, committing their nations to a new global partnership to reduce extreme poverty by 2015. This 
September, world leaders will reconvene to establish a plan of action to accelerate progress. 
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UN Foundation and Better World Campaign Journalism Fellowship: The MDGs in 2010: Deadline – August 9 
In an effort to educate Washington, DC-based journalists and offer unprecedented access to policymakers in this arena, the United 
Nations Foundation and Better World Campaign announced a special fellowship for journalists on the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs).  The MDGs will dominate public discussion in September when world leaders gather at the United Nations in New 
York for a historic summit to monitor progress on combating global poverty.   

 
Join the Conversation: Making the Millennium Development Goals Happen:  UN Foundation and Devex 
The United Nations Foundation and Devex teamed up to launch a global dialogue on “Making the Millennium Development Goals 
Happen.” The upcoming discussion focuses on MDG 3: Promote Gender Equality. The forum is intended to serve as a resource for 
development professionals around the world to discuss, debate, and celebrate progress to date on the MDGs, and to facilitate 
recommendations for the achievement of the Goals over the next five years. Development professionals are encouraged to join the 
MDG-related discussion. 
 
Day1 National Radio Begins "Faith & Global Hunger" Series (MDG 1)  
The "Day 1" national radio program hosted by Peter Wallace aired a special four-part series examining global hunger through a 
Christian social justice perspective, in order to spark increased awareness and support of the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) among people of faith. The four series aired on June 13th (Hodding Carter III), 20th (Rev. Dr. Barbara Lundblad), 27th (David 
Beckmann) and July 4

th
 (Right Rev Michael Curry). 

 
LinkTV Online Film Contest for MDG Stories: Deadline – August 31 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
July 18 – 23: 18

th
 International AIDS Conference, Vienna, Austria   

 
August 4 – 6: 7

th
 Annual Youth Assembly at the United Nations, New York 

 
August 23 – 27: World Youth Conference Mexico 2010, León Guanajuato, Mexico  
 
August 30 – September 1: 63

rd
 Annual United Nations DPI/NGO Conference, Melbourne, Australia 

 
September 17 – 19: Stand Up, Take Action: Make a Noise for the MDGs, Worldwide 
 
September 20 – 22: United Nations Millennium Development Goals Summit, New York, New York 

 
November 11 – 12: G20 Summit, Seoul, South Korea 
 
 

 
The 8 Millennium Development Goals 

www.endpoverty2015.org and www.standagainstpoverty.org 
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