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Monday, July 19, 2010 – Monday, July 26, 2010 
 

Countdown to Stand Up, Take Action: Make Noise for the MDGs! – 54 days! 
 
On the eve of the United Nations MDG Review Summit in New York, “Stand Up, Take Action: Make Noise for the MDGs” will take 
place around the world from Friday, September 17 to Sunday, September 19; last year over 173 million people participated. "Stand 
Up" is a global mobilization effort that allows citizens to collectively voice demands to their leaders to come to the MDG Review 
Summit prepared with an action plan to achieve the MDGs. This year, "Noise" will be generated in every form (i.e. drums, bells, 
singing, stomping) around the world as a powerful signal to leaders that we will not remain silent in support of the MDGs. events can 
To learn more about the Stand Up, Take Action: Make Noise for the MDGs, to register your event and to see what events are 
occurring in your community, visit www.standagainstpoverty.org or email Leanne Rios (Leanne.Rios@undp.org).  
 
The United Nations Millennium Campaign, North America has created a page on Facebook to serve as a forum for discussion on 
progress towards the MDGs in the United States and Canada. Keep up-to-date on information in the lead-up to the UN MDG Review 
Summit in September by “liking” us and sharing information on what your organization is doing. 
 

 
 
Please forward this newsletter to your networks and listservs. With the UN MDG Review Summit quickly approaching, it is 
increasingly important to for our community to share information on the MDGs. Should you have content and/or events to highlight, 
please email Alison Gemgnani at agemgnani@unfoundation.org.   

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 
“Some have referred to the Millennium Development Goals as ‘a Marshall Plan for the world’s poor.’ Just as the Marshall Plan 
restored hope and opportunity to a war-shattered Europe after World War II, today the MDGs offer the same home and opportunity 
to the least among us.” 
  

– Former United States President Jimmy Carter 
 

UNITED STATES 
 
President Obama, Secretary Clinton Pledge United States Support for AIDS Fight: Associated Press, July 23 (MDGs 6 & 8) 
President Barack Obama and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton have pledged the support of the United States in the global fight 
against AIDS. Speaking via prerecorded video at the close of the International AIDS Conference in Vienna, Obama and Clinton 
indicated that they were committed to building upon progress and taking the lead in ensuring a sustainable and effective response. 
"Ending this pandemic won't be easy, and it won't happen overnight," Obama told delegates, "but thanks to you, we've come a long 
way - and the United States is committed to continuing that progress." 
 
Millennium Challenge Corporation Better Aligns Organizational Structure with Agency’s Mission: MCC, July 22 (MDG 8) 
Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) Chief Executive Officer Daniel W. Yohannes issued a statement sharing his strategic vision 
for MCC and outlining how he will internally realign MCC to better support the agency’s mission of poverty reduction through 
economic growth. Improving MCC’s organizational effectiveness is one of the five priorities that define Yohannes’ vision for the 
agency. The other four MCC priorities include 1) Renewed focus on results, 2) Increasing use of new partnerships and new financing 
structures, 3) Emphasizing effective policy reform, and 4) Strengthening focus on gender and social assessment.  
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AusAID, USAID Offer Details of New Partnership for International Development Cooperation: USAID, July 20 (MDG 8) 
The Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID) and the US Agency for International Development (USAID) have 
announced a new strategic partnership to boost their shared efforts in reducing poverty and achieving the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs). AusAID Director General Peter Baxter and USAID Administrator Rajiv Shah released a joint statement explaining that 
the new partnership reflects a shared commitment to increasing stability and prosperity in the developing world and builds on the 
strong and enduring relationship that exists between the US and Australia in the areas of foreign policy, defense and international 
security, and trade and investment.  
 
California Congresswoman Calls for $6 Billion for Global Fund: Voice of America, July 20 (MDGs 6 & 8) 

Congresswoman Barbara Lee (D-CA) is calling on the Obama administration to make a three-year, six billion dollar commitment to 
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria. Lee, who has recently returned from the opening days of the 18

th
 International AIDS 

Conference in Vienna, says she understands her proposal comes at a time of economic hardship. “I recognize, especially being from 
the United States, the impact of the global economic slowdown.” Nevertheless, she argues that “It’s a matter of priority.” 
 

CANADA 
 
Minister of International Cooperation Beverley Oda Announces Next Step to CIDA's Aid Effectiveness: CIDA, July 22 (MDG 8) 
Minister of International Cooperation Beverley J. Oda announced the next step in the implementation of Canada's Aid Effectiveness 
Agenda, a new approach to engage Canadians and organizations involved in international development. The new "Partnerships with 
Canadians" approach is more targeted, with the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) concentrating half of 
partnership funding on the 20 countries of focus. The remaining 50 percent will support initiatives in countries eligible for Official 
Development Assistance.   
 
Focus on Primary Health Care is Needed to Fight AIDS: Montreal Gazette, July 21 (MDG 6) 
According to Keith Martin, physician and Liberal Member of Parliament from British Columbia, we already possess the knowledge to 
prevent, treat, and manage AIDS effectively; however, there is still a massive gap between the treatments we have and their 
availability for those who need them. Martin indicates that there is only one proven way to confront the AIDS pandemic and other 
common preventable or treatable diseases that kill tens of millions of people per year: Invest in primary health care. Investment in 
primary health care is the best way to implement an integrated program that enables us to manage a patient's overall health needs -
from prevention to treatment. 
 
Ottawa’s AIDS Strategy Targets Research, Mother-Child Transmission: The Globe and Mail, July 20 (MDG 6) 
Six months after its controversial decision to scrap an $88-million vaccine plant, Ottawa is renewing its partnership with the Gates 
Foundation in the fight against HIV/AIDS, this time pledging to fund research to eradicate mother-to-child transmission. Alan 
Bernstein, a Canadian who heads the Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise, said he is pleased the federal money is still being spent on 
HIV/AIDS, even if some of it will not go to vaccine development. “All of us want one thing, which is to stop this epidemic,” he said. 
“Stopping mother-to-child transmission is a powerful, proven form of prevention. How can we not support that?” 

 

UNITED NATIONS AND AROUND THE WORLD  
 
African Union Summit Calls for Redoubled Efforts to Improve Lives of Women: Voice of America, July 24 (MDG 5) 
The theme of the 15th African Union Summit in Kampala, Uganda meeting – “Maternal, Infant and Child Health and Development in 
Africa” – reflects the commitment of the Maputo Plan of Action endorsed by African Heads of State four years ago.  The focus of the 
plan and this year’s Summit is to help African countries reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s).  
 
Good Governance is a Duty of All Citizens - UNDP Chief: All Africa, July 24 (MDG 8) 
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) Resident Coordinator Macleod Nyirongo indicated issues of good governance are a 
responsibility for all citizens, with the government meeting them half-way. Issues of HIV/AIDS are a challenge which should be 
tackled in all sectors by everybody, he said, adding that there is also a need to mitigate the infection rates by encouraging the use of 
condoms and male circumcision as a way of prevention. Nyirongo also said Africa was lagging behind in knowledge, science and 
technology stressed the need to promote vocation training.  

 
New UN Initiative Aims to Stop Tuberculosis Deaths Among People With HIV: UN News Center, July 22 (MDG 6) 
The Joint UN Program on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and the Stop TB Partnership, a leading public-private global health initiative, have 
agreed to step up joint efforts to halve the number of people living with HIV who die from tuberculosis by 2015. The agreement 
between UNAIDS and the Stop TB Partnership also aims to provide life-saving antiretroviral treatment for all TB patients living with 
HIV.  
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AIDS: Activists Lobby for 'Robin Hood' Levy to Raise Funds: Agence Presse-France, July 21 (MDGs 6 & 8) 
A "Robin Hood" tax of a fraction of a percent on financial transactions could solve the funding crisis gripping the war on AIDS, 
activists said at the world AIDS forum in Vienna. "Robin Hood taxes are the answer to the question that everyone at this conference 
has been asking, which is: 'How can we keep financing a great scale-up in services against HIV/AIDS?'" indicated Khalil Elouardighi of 
Coalition PLUS, a group of anti-AIDS organizations. A micro-tax of just 0.005 percent on all financial transactions would raise some 33 
billion dollars per year worldwide.   
 
Looking to Cell Phones to Deliver Aid in Africa: The Wall Street Journal, July 19 (MDG 8) 
Concern Worldwide, an international NGO, is testing a system in Niger that allows people to store credits on cell phones and transfer 
the money to vendors to buy everyday necessities. With most of Africa now wired for cell service, aid groups can buy cheap phones 
or have them donated. The money is directed at families, but actually given to women. Jenny Aker, an assistant professor at Tufts 
University’s Fletcher School who studies communication technology in poor countries, said the hope is that the women using cell 
phones might have greater control over the money than they would if it were given in cash. 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 
World Investment Report 2010: Investing in a Low-Carbon Economy: UN Conference on Trade and Development, July 22 (MDG 8) 
The World Investment Report 2010: Investing in a Low-Carbon Economy, published by the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD), discusses the opportunities and threats for developing countries in the transition to a low-carbon economy 
and considers how foreign investment and transnational corporations (TNCs) can be leveraged in supporting this process. UNCTAD 
proposes a "Global Partnership for Low-Carbon Investment" to synergize investment promotion and climate change mitigation.  
 

MDG COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 
 
‘Put Human Rights at the Heart of the Millennium Development Goals’: Amnesty International - Canada  
In the lead-up to the United Nations High Level Plenary on the MDGs in September, Amnesty International is gathering signature 
through an online petition urging world leaders to ensure that human rights are at the heart of the global fight to end poverty. 
Amnesty International asks that the next phase of the MDGs implementation includes: 1) accountability measures, 2) active 
participation of affected communities, 3) priority for excluded or marginalized groups, and 4) that gender equality is achieved across 
all of the Goals.   

 
FAO Anti-Hunger Petition Urges People to Get "Mad", Push for Action: FAO (MDG 1) 
The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has launched an online campaign calling on national and international leaders to 
make the elimination of hunger their top priority. “The 1billionhungry project” aims to attract one million signatures to a 
petition that will be presented to world leaders during an official ceremony at the UN in October. "We should be extremely angry for 
the outrageous fact that that our fellow human beings continue to suffer from hunger," declared FAO Director-General Jacques 
Diouf. 

 

REMINDERS 
 
Millennium Development Goals iPhone Application - Available Soon: United Nations Publications 
The United Nations will launch a free iPhone application allowing you to check the progress towards meeting the targets of the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). In 2000 world leaders came together at United Nations Headquarters in New York to adopt 
the UN Millennium Declaration, committing their nations to a new global partnership to reduce extreme poverty by 2015. This 
September, world leaders will reconvene to establish a plan of action to accelerate progress. 

 
Join the Conversation: Making the Millennium Development Goals Happen:  UN Foundation and Devex 
The United Nations Foundation and Devex teamed up to launch a global dialogue on “Making the Millennium Development Goals 
Happen.” The upcoming discussion focuses on MDG 3: Promote Gender Equality. The forum is intended to serve as a resource for 
development professionals around the world to discuss, debate, and celebrate progress to date on the MDGs, and to facilitate 
recommendations for the achievement of the Goals over the next five years. Development professionals are encouraged to join the 
MDG-related discussion. 
 
Day1 National Radio Begins "Faith & Global Hunger" Series (MDG 1)  
The "Day 1" national radio program hosted by Peter Wallace aired a special four-part series examining global hunger through a 
Christian social justice perspective, in order to spark increased awareness and support of the Millennium Development Goals 
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(MDGs) among people of faith. The four series aired on June 13th (Hodding Carter III), 20th (Rev. Dr. Barbara Lundblad), 27th (David 
Beckmann) and July 4

th
 (Right Rev Michael Curry). A special capstone address with President Jimmy Carter will air on 12 September.  

 
Partnership Events Surrounding the United Nations Millennium Development Goals Review Summit: United Nations 
Events by UN agencies, non-governmental organizations, Permanent Missions, the private sector and other partners are expected to 
be held in and around the United Nations in New York before and during the Summit on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 
20-22 September 2010. You are invited to submit information on your proposed event using the online form. The information you 
provide will enable information sharing among partners and with the public on all planned partnership events associated with the 
Summit and facilitate a coordinated approach. At the conclusion of the Summit, a compilation of partnership events, together with a 
brief description of outcomes and any commitments, based on the submissions using the online form, will be issued. 
 
UN Foundation and Better World Campaign Journalism Fellowship: The MDGs in 2010: Deadline – August 9 

 
LinkTV Online Film Contest for MDG Stories: Deadline – August 31 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
August 4 – 6: 7

th
 Annual Youth Assembly at the United Nations, New York 

 
August 23 – 27: World Youth Conference Mexico 2010, León Guanajuato, Mexico  
 
August 30 – September 1: 63

rd
 Annual United Nations DPI/NGO Conference, Melbourne, Australia 

 
September 17 – 19: Stand Up, Take Action: Make a Noise for the MDGs, Worldwide 
 
September 20 – 22: United Nations Millennium Development Goals Summit, New York, New York 

 
November 11 – 12: G20 Summit, Seoul, South Korea 
 
 

 
The 8 Millennium Development Goals 

www.endpoverty2015.org and www.standagainstpoverty.org 
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