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On the eve of the United Nations MDG Review Summit in New York, “Stand Up, Take Action: Make Noise for the 
MDGs” will take place around the world from Friday, September 17 to Sunday, September 19; last year over 173 
million people participated. "Stand Up" is a global mobilization effort that allows citizens to collectively voice 
demands to their leaders to come to the MDG Review Summit prepared with an action plan to achieve the MDGs. 
This year, "Noise" will be generated in every form (i.e. drums, bells, singing, stomping) around the world as a 
powerful signal to leaders that we will not remain silent in support of the MDGs. To learn more, please 
visit www.standagainstpoverty.org or email Leanne Rios (Leanne.Rios@undp.org).  
 
The United Nations Millennium Campaign, North America has created a page on Facebook to serve as a forum for 
discussion on progress towards the MDGs in the United States and Canada. Keep up-to-date on information in the 
lead-up to the UN MDG Review Summit in September by “liking” us and sharing information on what your 
organization is doing. 

 

 
 
Please forward this newsletter to your networks and listservs. With the UN MDG Review Summit quickly 
approaching, it is increasingly important to for our community to share information on the MDGs. Should you have 
content and/or events to highlight, please email Alison Gemgnani at agemgnani@unfoundation.org.   

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 
“Canada will be working over the next few months with partner countries, Canadian experts and global and 
Canadian partners to determine how best to allocate Canada's $1.1 billion contribution over five years to bring the 
results we are all working towards: Saving the lives of mothers, newborns and children in developing countries”  

 
– Spokeswoman for Canada’s International Co-operation Minister, Bev Oda 

 

 

UNITED STATES 
 
US Conference of Mayors Passes Resolution Supporting Millennium Development Goals: (MDG 8)  
At the 78

th
 annual meeting held in Oklahoma City, the US Conference of Mayors passed a resolution in support of 

the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the global mobilization event, “Stand Up, Take Action: Make Noise 
for the MDGs,” which will take place September 17th – 19th. The United Nations Millennium Campaign, North 
America welcomes the resolution and urges you to contact your mayor asking him/her to pass the resolution in 
support for the MDGs.  
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House Subcommittee Approves $52.7B FY11 Foreign Ops Appropriations Bill: Kaiser Policy Report, July 1 (MDG 8)   
The Appropriations Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations and Related Programs approved a $52.7 billion FY 
2011 spending bill, cutting $4 billion from President Obama's request to fund the State Department, US Agency for 
International Development (USAID) and other foreign assistance and cooperation programs. A total of $8.25 billion 
was allocated to global health with HIV/AIDS activities receiving $5.875 billion, voluntary family planning services 
for women in developing countries receiving $735 million, and food security and agricultural development 
receiving $1 billion – $300 million below the request.  
 
USAID Administrator Rajiv Shah Speaks on Global Health Initiative: CSIS, June 29 (MDGs 4, 5 & 6) 
US Agency for International Development (USAID) Administrator Dr. Rajiv Shah spoke at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies (CSIS) regarding President Obama’s Global Health Initiative (GHI) and the steps that 
USAID is taking to provide effective, long-term assistance. Shah highlighted some of the work the US has done to 
address global health challenges and explained that the GHI will focus on innovation and country ownership, 
especially prioritizing the needs of girls and women.  
 

CANADA 
 
Canada’s State of Trade: Trade and Investment Update 2010: Dept. of Foreign Affairs and Int’l Trade (MDG 8) 
The Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade has released its annual State of Trade Report providing 
an analysis of Canadian and global economic trends including trends in goods and services trade, and foreign direct 
investment. The Honorable Peter Van Loan, Minister of International Trade noted in the report’s foreword that, 
“While Canada remains committed to progress at the World Trade Organization, we are moving forward on an 
aggressive agenda of free trade negotiations with partners around the world.” 

 
The Facts Behind G8 Aid Promises: The Guardian, July 4 (MDG 8) 
Examining Prime Minister Harper’s G8 Summit in Muskoka, Jeffrey D. Sachs, Director of the Earth Institute at 
Columbia University, gave the G8 a failing grade regarding their aid commitments over the past several years; the 
G8 has only fulfilled half of its promise to Africa. Sachs indicates the most important promise was made to the 
world's poorest people at the 2005 Gleneagles Summit when the G8 promised to increase development assistance 
to the world's poor by $50 billion annually before 2010 -- $25 billion of which would be allocated to Africa.  
 
Maternal Health Initiative Still a Work in Progress: The Canadian Press, July 1 (MDG 5) 
For many aid experts and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) – including Plan Canada and the Partnership for 
Maternal, Newborn and Child Health – Canada’s G8 Maternal Health Initiative, with $5 Billion in new funding, 
remains underfunded and lacks detail. All countries have not formally committed, making it difficult to determine 
whether the money is new, taken from existing aid budgets or double-counted. Additionally, co-ordination of 
funding has not yet been determined – each country decides how best to spend its contributions –either through 
bilateral aid, multilateral institutions or by giving it to NGOs. 

 

UNITED NATIONS AND AROUND THE WORLD  
 
UN Creates New Structure for Empowerment of Women: UN Press Center, July 2 (MDG 3) 
In an historic move, the United Nations General Assembly voted unanimously to create a new entity, UN Entity for 
Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women — to be known as UN Women, to accelerate progress in 
meeting the needs of women and girls worldwide. In a statement welcoming the decision, UN Secretary General 
Ban Ki-moon remarked, “I am grateful to Member States for having taken this major step forward for the world’s 
women and girls…UN Women will significantly boost UN efforts to promote gender equality, expand opportunity, 
and tackle discrimination around the globe.” 
 
Africa Needs Investment, Not Charity: UN Chief: Agence France-Presse, July 2  
Speaking before the Gabon Parliament, United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon indicated that Africa needs 
investment and partnerships, not charity, as its big economies begin to move and political stability emerges. The 
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UN chief also emphasized that the World Cup has been good for the continent, and urged that the same 
enthusiasm for the football event to be shown in meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and 
maintaining peace and stability throughout the continent. 
 
What Will It Take to Enroll Every Child in School in the Developing World?: UN Dispatch, June 30 (MDG 2) 
According to the recently released United Nations Millennium Development Goals Report 2010, an estimated 89% 
of primary school-aged children in the developing world are enrolled in school. Irina Bokova, director general 
UNESCO, the UN agency in charge of Goal 2, is proud of progress made; however, noted that an 11 percent gap 
still remains. About $16 billion a year in additional investments would close the gap, Bokova estimated.   

 
Empowerment of Women Tops Agenda at UN Economic and Social Council: UN News Center, June 28 (MDG 3) 
The annual high-level segment of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) at UN Headquarters in 
New York opened with ECOSOC President Hamidon Ali calling for women and girls to be placed at the center of the 
global struggle to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). In his address, Mr. Ali noted that while the 
third goal relates directly to the empowerment of women, “all MDGs are dependent upon women having a greater 
say in their own development.”  
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 
Millennium Development Goals Good Practices 2010: UN Development Group 
The 2010 Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) Good Practice publication, released by the UN Development 
Group (UNDG), comprised of 197 cases, includes local, national, regional and global initiatives that range in size 
from national poverty reduction programs reaching tens of millions of people, to highly targeted policy research 
initiatives. Good practices covered in this publication have sought to address specific constraints and challenges in 
achieving the MDGs in each country’s context.   
 
The World Economic and Social Survey 2010: UN Department for Social and Economic Affairs, June 29 (MDG 8) 
The World Economic and Social Survey 2010, released by the UN Department for Social and Economic Affairs, 
focuses on “retooling global development” by taking stock of development challenges and attempting to identify 
deficiencies and gaps in global economic governance mechanisms. In the preface to the report, UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon warns that the global food and financial crises “have been a painful reminder that a stable 
global economic environment is a critical precondition for human progress.” 
 

MDG COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 
 
Filmmakers and United Nations Envision Creative Solutions for Millennium Development Goals: IFP 
The Independent Filmmaker Project (IFP) and the United Nations Department of Public Information (DPI) will host 
the second annual “Envision: Addressing Global Issues through Documentaries” forum, on Saturday July 10th at 
the Times Center in New York City. The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) serve as the focal point for 
presentations, screenings, panel discussions and social networking. “With only five years remaining to the MDG 
target date of 2015, film makers are key partners for bringing the message of the United Nations to the public,” 
stressed Kiyo Akasaka, Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information. 

 
Millennium Development Goals iPhone Application - Available Soon: United Nations Publications 
The United Nations will launch a free iPhone application allowing you to check the progress towards meeting the 
targets of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). In 2000 world leaders came together at United Nations 
Headquarters in New York to adopt the UN Millennium Declaration, committing their nations to a new global 
partnership to reduce extreme poverty by 2015. This September, world leaders will reconvene to establish a plan 
of action to accelerate progress. 
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REMINDERS 
 
Join the Conversation: Making the Millennium Development Goals Happen:  UN Foundation and Devex 
The United Nations Foundation and Devex teamed up to launch a global dialogue on “Making the Millennium 
Development Goals Happen.” The upcoming discussion focuses on MDG 3: Promote Gender Equality. The forum is 
intended to serve as a resource for development professionals around the world to discuss, debate, and celebrate 
progress to date on the MDGs, and to facilitate recommendations for the achievement of the Goals over the next 
five years. Development professionals are encouraged to join the MDG-related discussion. 
 
Day1 National Radio Begins "Faith & Global Hunger" Series (MDG 1)  
The "Day 1" national radio program hosted by Peter Wallace aired a special four-part series examining global 
hunger through a Christian social justice perspective, in order to spark increased awareness and support of the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) among people of faith. The four series aired on June 13th (Hodding Carter 
III), 20th (Rev. Dr. Barbara Lundblad), 27th (David Beckmann) and July 4

th
 (Right Rev Michael Curry). 

 
Health and Development Outcomes of the G8 and G20 Summits: CSIS and Kaiser Family Foundation, July 7    

 
UNDP/Olympus/AFP Foundation Photo Contest: ‘Picture This: We Can End Poverty’: Deadline – July 16 

 
LinkTV Online Film Contest for MDG Stories: Deadline – August 31 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
August 4 – 6: 7

th
 Annual Youth Assembly at the United Nations, New York 

 
August 23 – 27: World Youth Conference Mexico 2010, León Guanajuato, Mexico  
 
August 30 – September 1: 63

rd
 Annual United Nations DPI/NGO Conference, Melbourne, Australia 

 
September 17 – 19: Stand Up, Take Action: Make a Noise for the MDGs, Worldwide 
 
September 20 – 22: United Nations Millennium Development Goals Summit, New York, New York 

 
November 11 – 12: G20 Summit, Seoul, South Korea 
 
 
 

 
The 8 Millennium Development Goals 

www.endpoverty2015.org and www.standagainstpoverty.org 
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