
 

 

Covering Information from 

Monday, June 7, 2010 – Tuesday, June 15, 2010 
 
The United Nations Millennium Campaign, North America has created a page on Facebook to serve as a forum for discussion on 
progress towards the MDGs in the United States and Canada. Keep up-to-date on information in the lead-up to the G8/G20 Summits 
and the UN MDG Review Summit in September by “liking” us and sharing information on what your organization is doing. 
 

 
 
Please forward this newsletter to your networks and listservs. Should you have content and/or events to highlight, please email 
Alison Gemgnani at agemgnani@unfoundation.org.   

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 
This year also marks 10 years since the adoption of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to eradicate poverty around the 
world. The third MDG - gender equality - is integral to the realization of all of the MDGs. Women’s political participation is a crucial 
indicator of women’s equality. 

 – US Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women’s Issues, Melanne Verveer, June 9, 2010 
 

UNITED STATES 

 
37

th
 Annual Global Health Conference Opens with Discussion on the Millennium Development Goals: June 14 

Together with other panelists, Sering Falu Njie, Deputy Director of Policy, UN Millennium Campaign, participated in the opening 
plenary session of the 37

th
 Annual Global Health Conference in Washington. The discussion, “The Millennium Development Goals: 

Where Are We Now and What Must Be Done to Succeed?,” highlighted progress on the MDGs, including what is working and what is 
not; what innovations are needed; how partnerships need to be formed; and how governments, both developed and developing, 
need to work together to achieve the MDGs by 2015. 

Researchers, USAID Seek More Money to Fight Neglected Tropical Diseases: Voice of America, June 10 (MDG 6) 

Following a panel on neglected tropical diseases in Washington, US researchers, pharmaceutical companies and government officials 
say they are making progress in an effort to curb neglected tropical diseases, but that they need more money and outside help. 
"These neglected tropical diseases by their chronic long-term disabling effects are actually a stealth reason why the bottom billion 
cannot escape poverty," said Peter Hotez, President of the Sabin Vaccine Institute.  

 
Women Making Uneven Gains in Politics Globally: Associated Press, June 9 (MDG 3) 
Despite female candidates' overwhelming success in US primary elections, Melanne Verveer, US Ambassador-at-Large for global 

women’s issues, testified before a House Subcommittee that women seeking government positions across the globe are making 

uneven gains. "All too often, important decisions that affect women, their families and their societies are made without their ever 
having a voice," Verveer remarked.  

 
Gates Foundation Pledges Additional $1.5 Billion More For Women and Children: Forbes, June 8 (MDGs 4 & 5) 
At the Women Deliver Conference in Washington, Melinda Gates pledged an additional $1.5 billion from the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation for maternal and child health in developing nations. The money will be used to scale up successful programs aimed at 
decreasing the number of women who die each year in childbirth and improving the overall health of mothers and children in the 
world's poorest countries.  
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UN Chief Calls on President Obama to Raise Funds for Moms and Kids: The Cable, June 7 (MDGs 4 & 5) 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called on the Obama Administration at the Women Deliver Conference in Washington to lead an 
effort to raise another $45 billion for maternal and child health at the upcoming G8 and G20 meetings in Canada. "As the world's 
biggest leader and power, the US should be able to mobilize, together with major donors, strong financial support," Ban indicated.  
The effort is part of Ban’s drive to meet the deadlines laid out in the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. “To be empowered, 
women should be healthy. That’s the basic starting point,” Ban argued.   

 

CANADA 

Parliamentary Manual on Engagement with the Millennium Development Goals Launched in Ottawa 
With parliamentarians from over 150 countries in attendance, the United Nations Millennium Campaign hosted a reception at the 
6

th
 Annual Global Parliamentarian Summit in Ottawa where Sering Falu Njie, Deputy Director of Policy, launched a manual on 

“Parliamentary Engagement with the Millennium Development Goals.” The manual outlines mechanisms that can be used in 
Parliaments to increase and improve engagement with the MDGs, highlights examples of best practices where Parliaments have 
made the MDGs a central part of their work and provides practical advice on how to effectively implement some legislative 
mechanisms to utilize the MDGs in Parliaments around the world. A parliamentary appeal, containing all deliberations and 
resolutions of the Summit, will be presented to Prime Minister Stephen Harper, as host of the G8 and G20 summits this month. 

 
Dу ΨhǳǘǊŜŀŎƘϥ LƴǾƛǘŜŜǎ {ƘŀǊŜ IŀǊǇŜǊϥǎ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ-Policy Priorities: The Globe and Mail, June 13 (MDG 8) 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper, as host of this month’s G8 summit, has extended invitations to a group of world leaders outside the 
group, including three from the Americas. It has become tradition for the G8 to invite others leaders for “outreach” sessions, 
especially from Africa. It is the first time that three nations in this hemisphere – Jamaica, Haiti, and Colombia – will be brought into 
the G8 session.  
 
Money for Real Things Like Fake Lakes, but Not Poverty: The Globe and Mail, June 9 (MDG 1) 
A coalition of anti-poverty groups including the Canadian Council for International Co-operation (CCIC) are telling G8 and G20 
countries that they have fallen short on their promise to help the world’s poorest. Canada is one of the most financially robust 
countries in the world and yet it is freezing its aid spending, said CCIC chair Gerry Barr. “If the government can afford to spend $2-
million to build a pavilion with a fake lake for reporters attending the G20 summit, “it can certainly afford $1.5-million for the central 
body for the country’s aid agencies,” Barr argued.   
 
Canada Cheap on G8 Maternal Health, Foreign Aid: The Canadian Press, June 8 (MDGs 5 & 7) 
In the Canadian Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) Report 2010, Make Poverty History, a major anti-poverty coalition argues 
Canada should be spending hundreds of millions more on its signature G8 maternal health initiative. The Conservative government's 
plan to freeze foreign aid spending next year will make matters even worse, the report says. The coalition praises Canada for its 
contributions to food aid, gender equality, and the fight against diseases such as malaria, TB and AIDS, yet "Canada's contribution 
falls short of what is needed" - improving maternal health, as well as ensuring environmental sustainability and giving all children 
access to universal primary education. 
 

UNITED NATIONS AND AROUND THE WORLD  
 
Interactive Hearings on the UN Millennium Development Goals Summit ς Live Webcast: June 14-15 
As a part of the process leading to the MDG Review Summit, the General Assembly convened interactive hearings with 
representatives of NGOs, civil society and the private sector June 14-15 at the UN Headquarters in New York. In his opening 
statements, President of the General Assembly, H.E. Ambassador Treki highlighted the importance of “promoting gender equality” 
and addressing the concerns of women and also argued that “we need the full engagement of civil society” to achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The outcomes of these hearings will provide input to the preparatory process for the MDG 
Summit and will be issued as a General Assembly document.  

 
A Poor Nation With a Health Plan: The New York Times, June 14 (MDGs 4, 5 & 6) 
The New York Times explores the paradox of the health system in Rwanda, where one of the poorest nations insures 92 percent of 
its citizens – a higher percentage than the world’s richest countries. For $2 a year, Rwanda’s coverage is not entirely comprehensive, 
but it covers the basics. The most common causes of death (diarrhea, pneumonia, malaria, malnutrition, infected cuts) are treated. 
While the health package is heavily subsidized by organizations like The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, one 
doctor maintains that Rwanda reflects a lesson about health insurance: “Solidarity — you cannot feel happy as a society if you don’t 
organize yourself so that people won’t die of poverty.” 
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The Battle for Global Health: TIME, June 10 (MDGs 4, 5 & 6) 
A special series on global health by TIME Magazine explores three global health issues facing the world today: global malaria control 
and efforts to eradicate the disease, the latest scientific developments in HIV/AIDS research, and the growth of noninfectious 
illnesses in the developing world. The series features a slideshow from the magazine’s visit to what is known as "the most malarial 
town on earth" – Apac, Uganda. The HIV/AIDS lab report highlights the development of a "small polyethylene pouch, not unlike a 
ketchup packet" that could be used to give newborn babies antiretroviral treatment after birth and prevent the transmission of HIV. 

 
World Cup Team Captains Sign UNAIDS Appeal for HIV-Free Generation: African Press Agency, June 8 (MDG 6) 
Captains of the teams competing in the 2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa are signing an appeal launched by the Joint United 
Nations Program on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) to support a global campaign aimed at “fostering an HIV-free generation” through the 
power and outreach of football. “Between now and 2014, when the next World Cup is staged in Brazil, together we can stop babies 
from becoming infected with HIV and keep their mothers alive and thriving. Hence we appeal : From Soweto to Rio de Janeiro, give 
AIDS the red card and prevent babies from becoming infected with HIV,” the appeal reads. The UNAIDS initiative is also meant to 
improve maternal and child health and bring countries closer to achieving all the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015. 

 
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon Urges End to Pregnancy-Related Deaths: UN News Center, June 7 (MDG 5) 
Addressing participants of the Women Deliver Conference in Washington DC, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called for concerted 
efforts to end what he described as the “scandal” of women dying in childbirth, saying even simple clinical procedures such as clean 
delivery rooms and the presence of a trained midwife could greatly reduce pregnancy-related deaths. “Some simple blood tests, 
consultation with a doctor and qualified help at the birth itself can make a huge difference,” Mr. Ban argued, “add some basic 
antibiotics, blood transfusions and a safe operating room, and the risk of death can almost be eliminated.”  

 
G20 Leaders Signal Move From Aid to Business: The Globe and Mail, June 7 (MDG 8) 
Key G20 leaders are pushing for a new, business-focused approach to Africa and the rest of the developing world that would mark a 
clear break from the aid-focused pledges that dominated the agendas of the now-fading G8. The G20 finance ministers, who 
recently met in Busan, released the communiqué, agreeing to make “substantial” increases to the budgets of groups like the World 
Bank, Inter-American Development Bank and the African Development Bank in an effort to shift more donor cash to private-sector 
projects.  
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 

 
/ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ Dƭƻōŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ [ŀǳƴŎƘ 9ǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ wŀŎŜ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ 5ǊǳƎ wŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩ wŜǇƻǊǘ: June 15 (MDG 6) 
The Center for Global Development (CGD) hosted the launch event of The Race Against Drug Resistance, a report of the Center for 
Global Development’s Drug Resistance Working Group. The world is rapidly losing the ability to fight disease because of an invisible 
adversary: drug resistance. Resistance is inevitable but human actions are hastening it. Without a global effort to ensure lasting 
effectiveness of treatment, drug resistance is poised to get worse fast, raising costs, claiming more lives, and making future 
generations vulnerable to diseases that are easily cured today. The event took place at the National Press Club in Washington, DC.  

 
Canadian Millennium Development Goals 2010 Report Released by Make Poverty History: June 9 
Canada’s largest anti-poverty coalition, Make Poverty History, has launched a report on Canada’s record towards achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and says Canada is falling dangerously short of meeting its commitment to the world’s 
poorest. The Canadian Millennium Development Goals 2010 Report calls on Canada to exercise leadership to bring the country and 
the other G8 nations back on track to honor their pledge to cut extreme poverty in half by 2015. “Not only are we hosting the G8 
and G20 summits in Canada this month, but, as our Prime Minister rightly reminds us, we are also the G8 nation which best survived 
the economic crisis. That puts us in an excellent position to lead by example,” says Make Poverty History National Coordinator 
Dennis Howlett. 
 
States Must Put Human Rights at the Heart of the Millennium Development Goals: Amnesty International, June 9  
In a new report, From Promises to Delivery, looking at how to strengthen the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), Amnesty 
International highlights how key targets fall short of existing international human rights standards. The report outlines crucial steps 
governments can take to deliver meaningful progress on the MDGs over the next five years. "The MDGs promised some of the 
worlds most impoverished and excluded a fairer future but it is now painfully obvious that unless urgent action is taken 
governments will fail the most vulnerable communities," said Claudio Cordone, interim Secretary General of Amnesty International. 
 
 

 

MDG COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 
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ΨYƛŎƪ hǳǘ tƻǾŜǊǘȅΩ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ [ŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ōȅ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ [ŜƎŜƴŘǎ 5ƛŘƛŜǊ 5ǊƻƎōŀ ŀƴŘ ½ƛƴŜŘƛƴŜ ½ƛŘŀƴŜ 
To kick-off the 2010 FIFA World Cup, the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) Goodwill Ambassadors Didier Drogba and 
Zinedine Zidane launched an anti-poverty TV spot appealing for the world to live up to the challenge and join the team that will beat 
poverty. “There can be no spectators in the fight against poverty,” said Drogba, Chelsea striker and Cote d’Ivoire national team 
captain. “We all need to be on the pitch to improve the lives of millions of poor people in this world.” The multilingual public service 
announcement will be broadcast during the tournament in South Africa and aims to bolster efforts to meet the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). 
 
άу Dƻŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ !ŦǊƛŎŀέ {ƻƴƎ tǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ aƛƭƭŜƴƴƛǳƳ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Dƻŀƭǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇ 
The ‘8 GOALS FOR AFRICA’ song is part of an awareness and advocacy campaign developed by the United Nations System in South 
Africa on the 8 MDGs. The ‘8 GOALS FOR AFRICA’ music video will be screened throughout the World Cup, across all the Fan Parks 
and Public Viewing areas. On the day of the finals, all 8 artists will come together to sing the song in a live performance at the Soccer 
City Fan Fest in Johannesburg. The video will also be distributed globally to other partners such as television channels, multimedia 
partners among others. 

 
Issue a Yellow Card Warning for Leaders to Keep Education Promises: 1 Goal  (MDG 2) 
1GOAL, a campaign seizing the power of football to ensure that education for all is a lasting impact of the 2010 FIFA World Cup, is 
asking you to issue yellow cards to world leaders as a warning sign to act on their promise for universal education. In the lead-up to 
the 1GOAL Education Summit on July 7, football fans and 1GOAL supporters across the globe will write thousands of notes on 
special, customized yellow cards.  Working together with local South African activists, 1Goal will hand them directly to world leaders 
as they gather for the Education Summit. 
 
Design for the Other 90% Exhibit: National Geographic Museum 
Of the world’s 6.5 billion people, 5.8 billion, or ninety percent, often lack the means to purchase even the most basic goods. Design 
for the Other 90% explores a growing movement among designers to design low-cost solutions for this “other 90%.” Through 
partnerships both local and global, individuals and organizations are finding unique ways to address the basic challenges of survival 
and progress faced by the world’s poor and marginalized.  
 

REMINDERS 
 
Join the Conversation: Making the Millennium Development Goals Happen:  UN Foundation and Devex 
The United Nations Foundation and Devex teamed up to launch a global dialogue on “Making the Millennium Development Goals 
Happen.” The first discussion focuses on MDG1: Eradicating Hunger and Extreme Poverty. The forum is intended to serve as a 
resource for development professionals around the world to discuss, debate, and celebrate progress to date on the MDGs, and to 
facilitate recommendations for the achievement of the Goals over the next five years. Development professionals are encouraged to 
join the MDG-related discussion. 
 
Day1 National Radio Begins "Faith & Global Hunger" Series (MDG 1)  
The "Day 1" national radio program hosted by Peter Wallace is airing a special four-part series examining global hunger through a 
Christian social justice perspective, in order to spark increased awareness and support of the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) among people of faith. On June 13, the series began with guest speaker Dr. Hodding Carter III, a distinguished journalist, 
statesman, and educator, speaking on the topic “Who is my Neighbor?” Following series will air June 20, 27 and July 4. 
   
UNDP/Olympus/AFP CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ tƘƻǘƻ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘΥ ΨtƛŎǘǳǊŜ ¢ƘƛǎΥ ²Ŝ /ŀƴ 9ƴŘ tƻǾŜǊǘȅΩ: Deadline – July 16 

LinkTV Online Film Contest for MDG Stories: Deadline – August 31 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
June 14 – 18: 37

th
 Annual Global Health Conference, Washington DC 

 
June 16 – 24: G(irls)20 Summit, Toronto, Canada  

June 18 – 20:  The 2010 People's Summit: Building a Movement for a Just World, Toronto, Canada 

 
June 21 – 23: World Religions Summit, Winnipeg, Canada 
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June 24 – 25: UN Global Compact Leaders Summit, New York, New York 
 
June 25 – 26: G8 Summit, Muskoka, Canada 
 
June 26 – 27: G20 Summit, Toronto, Canada 

 

On the Horizon  
 
August 4 – 6: 7

th
 Annual Youth Assembly at the United Nations, New York 

 
August 23 – 27: World Youth Conference Mexico 2010, León Guanajuato, Mexico  
 
August 30 – September 1: 63

rd
 Annual United Nations DPI/NGO Conference, Melbourne, Australia 

 
September 17 – 19: Stand Up, Take Action: Make a Noise for the MDGs, Worldwide 
 
September 20 – 22: United Nations Millennium Development Goals Summit, New York, New York 

 
November 11 – 12: G20 Summit, Seoul, South Korea 
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