
 

 

Covering Information from 

Tuesday, June 22, 2010 – Monday, June 28, 2010 
 
The United Nations Millennium Campaign, North America has created a page on Facebook to serve as a forum for discussion on 
progress towards the MDGs in the United States and Canada. Keep up-to-date on information in the lead-up to the UN MDG Review 
Summit in September by “liking” us and sharing information on what your organization is doing. 

 

 
 
Please forward this newsletter to your networks and listservs. With the UN MDG Review Summit quickly approaching, it is 
increasingly important to for our community to share information on the MDGs. Should you have content and/or events to highlight, 
please email Alison Gemgnani at agemgnani@unfoundation.org.   

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 
“We’re moving forward with the food security initiative that we announced last year, including by launching a special fund at the 
World Bank which will strengthen farmers' productivity in the poorest countries. And we made progress toward a new coordinated 
approach so that we can invest more than $20 billion to reduce hunger and promote agricultural development.”  
 

– President Barack Obama, G-20 Press Conference, June 27, 2010 
 

UNITED STATES 
 
A New Approach to Advancing Development: The White House, June 25 (MDG 8) 
At the Muskoka G8 Summit, President Obama outlined his views on a new approach to development. In his recently released 
National Security Strategy, development is recognized as a moral, strategic, and economic imperative for the United States and our 
partners. President Obama launched a study of US development policy in September 2009 and will be issuing a new policy directive 
in the near future. The new US development policy builds on two signature initiatives, Feed the Future and the Global Health 
Initiative, launched by the Obama Administration to focus on results-based, strategic investments aimed at promoting meaningful 
and lasting results. 
 
The Long Emergency: Foreign Policy, June 25 (MDGs 4, 5 & 6) 
Foreign Policy examines reactions to the priorities set forth in President Barack Obama's Global Health Initiative (GHI) and what they 
might mean for the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). Groups such as Médecins Sans Frontières and the Congress 
of South African Trade Unions argue that the Administration is "backtracking on a global health battle the world was starting to win 
against HIV/AIDS”, while the Administration counters that more money than ever is going into global health -- it's just no longer 
myopically focused on HIV/AIDS.  

 
Promising Steps Toward International Women's Health: The Huffington Post, June 28 (MDGs 4 & 5)  
Cecile Richards, President of Planned Parenthood Federation of America, discusses the historical importance of this year’s G8 
summit by making maternal and child health the flagship commitment of its development agenda. Nevertheless, Richards argues 
that the financial commitments do not go far enough, insisting that, “even in financially challenging times, women's health is a wise 
investment.” In the United States, Richards pushes for congressional appropriation for President Obama's global health budget 
request, and the passage of the Global Democracy and Promotion Act, which would permanently repeal the Mexico City Policy, 
known as the "global gag rule." 
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CANADA 
 
As G8 Warns of Fragile Recovery, G20 Becomes Premier Economic Forum: The Wall Street Journal, June 27 (MDG 8) 

The Group of 8 industrialized countries agreed the global recovery remains "fragile" but made few suggestions about how they 
would strengthen it. Rather, the group pronounced on a host of issues from maternal health to North Korean military actions, 
underscoring the group's fall from power as a global forum for economic decision-making. That role has been largely usurped by the 
Group of 20, which met immediately after the G8 session. "There is no longer enough of the world economy around the table [at the 
G8] for us to take decisions for the whole world," said Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper.  
 
G8 Commitment to Poor Mothers and Children Not Nearly Enough, Critics Say: The Star, June 26 (MDGs 4 & 5) 
Leaders of the G8 committed just $5 billion over five years for maternal and child health, sparking deep disappointment among 
those who work on the frontlines improving the lives of the world’s poorest mothers and children. Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
pledged $1.1 billion – a disproportionate 20 percent of the total – towards what he hoped would be a signature G8 project. Critics, 
including World Vision Canada, were quick to point that the five-year commitment by Harper matched the overall cost of hosting the 
back-to-back summits in Huntsville and Toronto over three days. 

 
Prime Minister Harper Defends G8 as Summit Wraps Up: CTV News, June 26  
The rapid rise in influence of the two-year-old G20, which includes emerging economic powerhouses Brazil, India and China, has 
fuelled questions of the continued relevance of the smaller G8. Explaining the necessity of convening both groups, Prime Minister 
Harper argued the 20-year-old G8 forum had been "reshaped and reenergized". "I think all the leaders at this point would be pretty 
strong in their view, based on the discussion we had last night, that the G8 is a pretty essential organization going forward," Harper 
said. “But our co-ordination through the G20, the United Nations and other international institutions remains obviously equally 
vital." 

 

UNITED NATIONS AND AROUND THE WORLD  
 
G8 Avoids Bold Aid Promises Amid Budget Strains: The Economic Times, June 27 (MDGs 4, 5 & 8) 
At the end of the two-day summit, the Group of Eight failed to acknowledge its unmet aid promises. The group fell $18 billion short 
of a $50 billion pledge to double aid to poor countries by 2010. Instead, the G8 trumpeted a $5 billion initiative to reduce deaths 
among mothers and babies. The meeting took place amid doubts about the strength of the economic recovery and the state of 
public finances, which has left leaders unable to offer bolder aid commitments.  
 
World Religious Leaders Press G8 Nations on MDGs: Christian Today, June 27  
Some 80 senior leaders representing nine different faiths and hailing from more than 20 countries urged political leaders to fulfill the 
MDGs. The statement by faith leaders reads, “military power and economic dominance are the basis for inclusion in a G8 and G20 
global leaders’ summit…the voices of the other 172 members of the United Nations are absent.” The religious leaders have called for 
concrete actions to meet the needs of the world’s most vulnerable, to prioritize environmental sustainability, and to work for peace. 
 
UN Chief Urges G20 to 'Not Balance Budgets on the Backs of the Poorest’: UN News Center, June 26 
Despite rising budget deficit and severe fiscal problems, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon urged leaders of the Group of 20 
industrialized and developing economies to take urgent steps to help the poor and vulnerable make ends meet through investment. 
“Under any circumstances we must not balance budgets on the backs of the world's poorest people,” the Secretary-General told 
leaders of the G20 at a working dinner in Toronto, Canada. 
 
United Nations Unveils Millennium Development Goals Advocacy Group: Afrique en ligne, June 25 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has set up a high-level Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) Advocacy Group - 
some of the world's leading thinkers and doers coming together to galvanize support for the MDGs.  The Group of 16 will be led by 
co-chairs President Paul Kagame of Rwanda and Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero of Spain. 
 
Millennium Success: The World Gets Healthier, Richer: TIME, June 24 
In light of the upcoming United Nations Millennium Development Goals Review (MDG) summit in September, the UN and the 
Overseas Development Institute (ODI) released a new report highlighting significant progress toward achieving the MDGs. "We 
should be celebrating the real progress that has been made in the lives of millions of people," said Salil Shetty, director of the UN 
Millennium Campaign, in a statement. "The leaders and taxpayers of G-8 countries must now keep their aid commitments," urged 
Shetty, "with the confidence that their investment is making a tangible and large-scale difference."  
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UN Says Poor Nations on Track to Cut Poverty: Associated Press, June 23 (MDG 1) 
According to the newly released 2010 Millennium Development Goals Report, the global economic crisis has slowed the fight against 
poverty but the developing world is still on track to halve the number of people living on less than $1 a day by 2015. The effects of 
the crises are likely to persist with poverty rates slightly higher than they would have been had the world economy grown steadily at 
its pre-crisis pace, the report said. Nonetheless, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon announced that, "the world is still making progress 
on reducing poverty.” 
 
Accounting for Success: The Washington Times, June 22  
In an op-ed, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon echoes the economic concerns being discussed at summit tables and kitchen tables - 
are we emerging to assess the damage and needs of our neighbors? Or are we standing in the eye of the storm? Ban believes the 
answer depends how well the world economy is managed over the coming period and is encouraged by the recognition among 
leaders of the need for increased accountability. Now more than ever, he urges, we must be accountable to the most vulnerable. 
Those least responsible for the global economic meltdown have paid the highest price and global economic recovery depends on 
growth in developing countries. Those who have been hit the hardest are also our best hope for driving prosperity in the future. 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 
Millennium Development Goals Report Card: Learning from Progress: United Nations Millennium Campaign  
This summary from the United Nations Millennium Campaign and the Overseas Development Institute is part of initial findings from 
an ongoing review of development progress, which will include a set of 'MDG indicators to construct league tables' highlighting 
progress on these indicators. The key message from many years of working towards the MDGs is that progress is possible. In every 
aspect of development, a significant number of countries have made real achievements. The challenge for the remaining five years 
until the 2015 MDG deadline is to learn from, and build upon, the progress made. 
 
Millennium Development Goals Report 2010 Highlights Challenges Ahead for September Summit: UN Press Center 
The Millennium Development Goals Report 2010, launched by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, helps set the stage for the high-
level MDG review summit at the UN in September. “This report shows that the Goals are achievable when nationally owned 
development strategies and policies are supported by international development partners,” says Secretary-General Ban in the 
report’s foreword. The report reflects the most comprehensive, up-to-date data compiled by over 25 UN and international agencies 
and has been designated by the UN General Assembly as an official input to the MDG summit. 
 
Rebalancing Global Growth: the G20’s Difficult Challenge: German Marshall Fund, June 24 (MDG 8) 
With economies emerging from the recession, policymakers around the world are wrestling with global economic challenges ranging 
from the uncertain recovery to large public deficits and the re-emergence of global imbalances. To help address some of these 
issues, Wendy Dobson of the University of Toronto recently released a policy paper titled Rebalancing Global Growth: the G20’s 
Difficult Challenge. This is the first in a series of papers under German Marshall Fund’s new initiative, G20 in the Global Economy, 
which aims to further debate and policy-relevant discussions among transatlantic and global audiences on critical issues facing the 
G-20. 
 

MDG COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 
 
Kick Out Poverty Campaign Builds Support for MDGs During World Cup: UN Millennium Campaign, June 23 
The Millennium Campaign in Africa has been utilizing the 2010 FIFA World Cup as a key opportunity to build support for the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) across the continent. The Kick Out Poverty Campaign has helped to give a voice to the 
marginalized and promote the peoples’ movement for the MDGs across Africa, through partnerships and public activities. Soccer 
superstar and USA defender Oguchi Onyewu is one of the players calling on governments to achieve the MDGs and ensure a world 
free of poverty and hunger. 
 
Millennium Development Goals iPhone Application - Available Soon: United Nations Publications 
The United Nations will launch a free iPhone application allowing you to check the progress towards meeting the targets of the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). In 2000 world leaders came together at United Nations Headquarters in New York to adopt 
the UN Millennium Declaration, committing their nations to a new global partnership to reduce extreme poverty by 2015. This 
September, world leaders will reconvene to establish a plan of action to accelerate progress. 
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REMINDERS 
 
Health and Development Outcomes of the G8 and G20 Summits: CSIS and Kaiser Family Foundation, July 7 (MDGs 4, 5 & 8) 
On July 7, the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) Global Health Policy Center and the Kaiser Family Foundation will 
convene experts to assess the outcomes of the G20 Summits held in Canada. The session will discuss the Canadian-led maternal and 
child health initiative, the Muskoka Accountability Report, and action on food security and related development issues.  Panelists will 
include Mark Abdoo, Director of Global Health, National Security Council; and Jennifer Kates, Kaiser Family Foundation Vice 
President and Director of Global Health Policy and HIV. J. Stephen Morrison, CSIS Senior Vice President and Director of the CSIS 
Global Health Policy Center will moderate and offer commentary. 
 
Join the Conversation: Making the Millennium Development Goals Happen:  UN Foundation and Devex 
The United Nations Foundation and Devex teamed up to launch a global dialogue on “Making the Millennium Development Goals 
Happen.” The upcoming discussion focuses on MDG 3: Promote Gender Equality. The forum is intended to serve as a resource for 
development professionals around the world to discuss, debate, and celebrate progress to date on the MDGs, and to facilitate 
recommendations for the achievement of the Goals over the next five years. Development professionals are encouraged to join the 
MDG-related discussion. 
 
Day1 National Radio Begins "Faith & Global Hunger" Series (MDG 1)  
The "Day 1" national radio program hosted by Peter Wallace is airing a special four-part series examining global hunger through a 
Christian social justice perspective, in order to spark increased awareness and support of the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) among people of faith. The first three series aired on June 13th (Hodding Carter III), 20th (Rev. Dr. Barbara Lundblad) and 
27th (David Beckmann) and the last series will air on July 4

th
 (Right Rev Michael Curry). 

   
UNDP/Olympus/AFP Foundation Photo Contest: ‘Picture This: We Can End Poverty’: Deadline – July 16 

 
LinkTV Online Film Contest for MDG Stories: Deadline – August 31 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
August 4 – 6: 7

th
 Annual Youth Assembly at the United Nations, New York 

 
August 23 – 27: World Youth Conference Mexico 2010, León Guanajuato, Mexico  
 
August 30 – September 1: 63

rd
 Annual United Nations DPI/NGO Conference, Melbourne, Australia 

 
September 17 – 19: Stand Up, Take Action: Make a Noise for the MDGs, Worldwide 
 
September 20 – 22: United Nations Millennium Development Goals Summit, New York, New York 

 
November 11 – 12: G20 Summit, Seoul, South Korea 
 
 
 

 
The 8 Millennium Development Goals 
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