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Monday, May 10, 2010 – Monday, May 17, 2010 

 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

 
“As we elevate development as a critical pillar of US foreign policy and national security, right up there with 
diplomacy and defense, we’re taking a new approach…our goal is to help our partners – partner countries, partner 
organizations, partner individuals – build their own capacity to provide citizens with the essentials like food, water, 
health care, education, economic opportunity, jobs, credit; responsive, accountable public institutions.” 

 
– Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, May 11, 2010 

 

UNITED STATES 
 
ONE Campaign Petition to Fix International Affairs Budget: ONE (MDG 8) 
The ONE Campaign launched an online petition with the goal of reaching 25,000 signers who oppose the suggested 
$4 billion cut to the International Affairs Budget (IAB). The petition asks Senators to sign the bipartisan 
appropriations letter, sponsored by Senators Kerry and Lugar, which supports full funding for the State-Foreign 
Operations bill. Less than 1.5% of the total US Budget goes to International Affairs and budget cuts threaten 
programs critical to the health and survival of millions around the world. 
 
Letting AIDS Win: The Huffington Post, May 12 (MDG 6) 
Ruth Messinger, President of the American Jewish World Service, argues that in light of the recent New York Times 
piece that painted a bleak picture for the future of the global fight against AIDS, US citizens should demand a 
stronger commitment from global leaders and US Congress. “Now is the time to recommit our foreign aid funding 
to ensure that 10, 20, 50 years from now, the recipients of our investments will still be alive and able to contribute 
to global society,” Messinger said.  
 
Secretary of State Clinton: ‘Taking a New Approach on Fighting Poverty’: USGLC, May 11 (MDG 8) 
In Secretary Clinton’s remarks at CARE’s 2010 National Conference and Celebration in Washington, she stressed 
the importance of engagement in “defending dignity and fighting poverty” around the globe. “As we elevate 
development as a critical pillar of US foreign policy and national security, right up there with diplomacy and 
defense, we’re taking a new approach” which is about “helping our partners.”  
 

CANADA 
 
Message to the G8: Put Up the Money and Save the Mothers: The Globe and Mail, May 13 (MDG 5) 
Maureen McTeer, the Canadian representative of the International White Ribbon Alliance for Safe Motherhood, 
argues that with the G8/G20 Summits quickly approaching, the stakes for women around the world could not be 
higher as maternal health takes center stage in foreign policy and global development. McTeer indicates that 
Canada has a historic opportunity to lead on this issue, but questions whether the G8 will come up with the money 
to turn promises into action. 
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Planned Parenthood Gets Silent Treatment From Ottawa: Toronto Star, May 13 (MDG 5) 
International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF), one of the world’s biggest health-care providers for 
vulnerable women, may be impacted by Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s zero tolerance policy on overseas 
abortion. Nearly a year after IPPF submitted a renewal for its $18 million grant from the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) – and on the eve of a G8 Summit focused on maternal health —Ottawa remains silent. 
This may indicate that the government’s policy of not funding terminations of pregnancy overseas – although 
abortion is legal in Canada – may be affecting the application. 
 
UN Secretary-General Urges Canada to Put Environment, Poverty on G20 Agenda: LA Times, May 12 (MDG 7) 
Speaking to Canadian diplomats and aid groups in Ottawa, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon urged 
Canada's Conservative government to champion climate change and the world's poor at next month's G20 and G8 
Summits. Ban petitioned Canada to live up to its greenhouse-gas reduction targets negotiated under the Kyoto 
Protocol explaining, "Canada has a special role and special responsibility to play."  

 

UNITED NATIONS AND AROUND THE WORLD  

 
UNDP Launches "8 Goals for Africa" Song to promote Millennium Development Goals: UN Radio, May 14 
To promote the MDGs, United Nations Development Program (UNDP) Administrator Helen Clark launched the 
song “8 Goals for Africa.” Eight African artists – one for each goal - from across the continent will perform the song 
during the FIFA World Cup, which begins on June 11. Marie-Evelyne Petrus-Barry, Director of the United Nations 
Information Center in South Africa, explained, “while the whole world is watching South Africa with the World Cup 
coming up, we felt that sport is also linked to development. Soccer is the most popular game in Africa - the place 
where the MDGs are the least met." 

 
UNDP/Olympus/AFP Foundation Photo Contest: ‘Picture This: We Can End Poverty’: UNDP, May 14 
The United Nations Development Program (UNDP), in partnership with Olympus Corporation, The Agence France-
Presse (AFP) Foundation, and the UN’s Department of Information, has launched a photo contest to highlight the 
importance of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the inspirational work that is already being done to 
achieve them. The aim of the contest is to bring attention to the approaching deadline for achieving the MDGs to 
motivate people and governments to redouble their efforts in the fight against extreme poverty. The winning 
photos will be exhibited during the September UN MDG Summit and UN General Assembly in New York. 
 
Millennium Development Goals Can be Reached With Pro-Poor Policies: Agence France-Presse, May 14 
During a press conference at the conclusion of a four-nation Africa tour, United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP) Administrator Helen Clark insisted that global targets to halve poverty and improve basic health by 2015 
can be reached, if nations focus economic policies on helping the poor. Clark told reporters she is optimistic going 
into the MDG Review Summit in September: "If we can get a focus on where the priorities need to be, and 
international agreement around that...then I'm optimistic that we can indeed achieve these goals." 
 
World Lags Far Behind on Sustainable Development Goals: UN News Center, May 14 (MDG 7) 
At the culmination of the 18

th
 Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development, UN Secretary-General Ban 

Ki-moon warned that the world is behind in achieving its ecological goals. The Commission is the main UN forum 
addressing the inter-linkage between the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the imperious need to save 
the planet. Mr. Ban called for concrete, practical decisions, with time-bound goals, enhanced links with other 
international bodies and key forums, and a continual assessment of progress. 
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REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 
Global, Regional, and National Causes of Child Mortality in 2008: The Lancet, May 12 (MDG 4 & 5) 
According to a major statistical analysis led by Professor Robert Black from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health, most of the deaths of children under-five worldwide are from infectious illnesses, with pneumonia 
(18 percent) as the leading cause.  The country-specific estimates of the major causes of child deaths should help 
to focus national programs and donor assistance. The authors point out that the achievement of Millennium 
Development Goal 4 is only possible if the high numbers of deaths are addressed by maternal, newborn and child 
health interventions.  
 
Information Technology Helps Advance Millennium Development Goals: UN News Center, May 12 (MDG 8) 
According to the 2010 World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) Stocktaking Report, information and 
communication technology (ICT) projects are helping countries make significant progress toward the MDGs. "This 
report charts significant progress and offers real hope that we may be able to leverage our success in connecting 
the world to accelerate progress toward the MDGs,” remarked Houlin Zhao, Deputy Secretary-General of the UN 
International Telecommunications Union (ITU). 
 

MDG COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 
 
UN Food and Agriculture Organization Launches Anti-Hunger Petition: FAO Media Center, May 11 (MDG 1) 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) unveiled an online petition, "The 

1billionhungry project," that calls upon governments to make the elimination of hunger their top priority. "We 

should be extremely angry for the outrageous fact that that our fellow human beings continue to suffer from 
hunger," declared FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf. 
 

REMINDERS 

Interactive Hearing of the Millennium Development Goals Summit: Registration Deadline – May 23 

Online Film Contest for Powerful Stories About Millennium Development Goals: Deadline – August 31 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
May 17 – 22: 63

rd
 World Health Assembly, Geneva, Switzerland  

 
June 2 – 4: InterAction Forum 2010, Washington DC   
 
June 7 – 9: Women Deliver, Washington DC 
 

On the Horizon  
 
June 14 – 15: Interactive Hearings on the UN Millennium Development Goals Summit, New York, New York 
 
June 14 – 18: 37

th
 Annual Global Health Conference, Washington DC 

 
June 16 – 24: G(irls)20 Summit, Toronto, Canada  

June 18 – 20:  The 2010 People's Summit: Building a Movement for a Just World, Toronto, Canada 

 
June 21 – 23: World Religions Summit, Winnipeg, Canada 

June 24 – 25: UN Global Compact Leaders Summit, New York, New York 
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June 25 – 26: G8 Summit, Muskoka, Canada 
 
June 26 – 27: G20 Summit, Toronto, Canada 
 
August 4 – 6: 7

th
 Annual Youth Assembly at the United Nations, New York 

 
August 23 – 27: World Youth Conference Mexico 2010, León Guanajuato, Mexico  
 
August 30 – September 1: 63

rd
 Annual United Nations DPI/NGO Conference, Melbourne, Australia 

 
September 17 – 19: Stand Up, Take Action: Make a Noise for the MDGs, Worldwide 
 
September 20 – 22: United Nations Millennium Development Goals Summit, New York, New York 

 
November 11 – 12: G20 Summit, Seoul, South Korea 

 

 

 
The 8 Millennium Development Goals 

www.standagainstpoverty.org and www.endpoverty2015.org  
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