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With the countdown to the UN MDG Summit in September quickly approaching, the number of activities, events, 
and publications are growing in number and intensity. For instance, as part of the process leading to the Summit, 
the General Assembly is convening interactive hearings with representatives of NGOs, civil society and the private 
sector from 14-15 June. The outcomes of these hearings will provide an input to the preparatory process for the 
Summit and be issued as an Assembly document. 

The registration process to participate as an observer in the hearings is now open. The deadline for registration is 
23 May 2010. Unfortunately I will miss out on much of the planning and organizing for the Summit and Stand Up as 
I’ll be on maternity leave for the next few months. The work of the Campaign in North America will continue apace 
this summer because of the dedication of my colleagues Leanne Rios and Alison Gemgnani, our interns and the 
addition of a campaign consultant.  I look forward to reading this newsletter to keep abreast of MDG related issues 
and hope that you continue to share information with us. 

 

UNITED STATES 
 
USAID Administrator Shah Holds Town Hall Meeting, Discusses Millennium Development Goals: USAID, May 5 
At an event hosted by the US Global Leadership Coalition (USGLC), USAID Administrator Dr. Rajiv Shah spoke 
candidly about the challenges USAID faces, his goal to make it “the world’s premier development agency” and the 
importance of “honoring our commitment to the MDGs– not by delivering services but by building sustainable 
systems to support healthy and productive lives.” (VIDEO) 
 
Americans Support United Nations, Millennium Development Goals: United Nations Foundation, May 5  
New public opinion polling, released by the United Nations Foundations and its sister organization, The Better 
World Campaign, shows that Americans’ favorable rating of the United Nations rose to 60% - the highest favorable 
rating for the UN in five years. The survey also reveals than an overwhelming majority (89%) of Americans believe 
that the US should be involved in a worldwide effort to address urgent issues related to global poverty as part of 
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  
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http://www.un-ngls.org/spip.php?page=amdg10&id_article=2423
http://www.usaid.gov/press/speeches/2010/sp100505_1.html
http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/6700827
http://www.unfoundation.org/press-center/press-releases/2010/united-nations-approval-rating-rises-to-60-percent.html


Bono Interviews President Obama: Africa, G8/G20, Millennium Development Goals: The Globe and Mail, May 9 
Following a meeting at the White House, Bono interviewed President Obama for the Africa Century 
Edition of Global and Mail. Bono questioned the President on his intended objectives for the Summits in Canada 
this June to which Obama responded, “We need to recommit ourselves to making serious and sustainable progress 
toward the Millennium Development Goals. The MDGs provide us with the goal posts; the challenge now is to 
make sure that we honor the aid commitments that are critical to development.” 
 
Promoting Global Food Security Editorial: Voice of America, May 7 (MDGs 1 & 8) 
The editorial discusses President Obama’s US Global Hunger and Food Security Initiative that seeks to catalyze 
agricultural-led growth by raising the incomes of the poor, increasing the availability of food and reducing 
malnourishment through sustainable development. At the 2009 G8 summit in Italy, President Obama pledged to 
provide at least $3.5 billion over three years to attack the root causes of global hunger by speeding up agricultural 
development and improving nutrition. 
 
The Debate Over Foreign Aid: Council on Foreign Relations, May 6 (MDG 8) 
Council on Foreign Relations’ Senior Fellow for Global Health, Laurie A. Garrett, examines the debate over 
President Obama’s FY 2011 Federal Budget. Less than a quarter of the budget ($14.6 billion) is for global challenges 
like health, food security, climate change, and humanitarian assistance. In her brief, Garrett presents questions 
Congress is likely to look at as it considers the White House foreign assistance request. The Senate Budget 
Committee voted on April 23 to cut foreign assistance spending by $4 billion. 
 

CANADA 
 
The African Century and the G8/G20 Site: The Globe and Mail, May 10 (MDG8) 
Anti-poverty activists Bono and Bob Geldof produced a special Globe and Mail issue focused on the future of Africa 
and the G8/G20 summits. The issue highlighted the importance of Africa’s future to Canadians and the rest of the 
West. The crisis of extreme poverty in developing countries, particularly in Africa, will be a focus at both meetings, 
hosted by Canada this June. 

 
Prime Minister Harper Invites Two More African Countries to G20 Summit: The Globe and Mail, May 8 (MDG 8) 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper released the G20's invite list to next month's summit in Toronto, giving a seat to 
Ethiopia and Malawi for the first time. In addition to the permanent list of 19 countries and the European Union, 
the International Financial Institutions and the United Nations, the host nation – in consultation with the other 
G20 states – can invite additional countries. The special invitees for the June 26-27 Toronto Summit are Ethiopia, 
Malawi, The Netherlands, Spain and Vietnam. 
 
Lancet Editorial Slams Tories’ G8 Abortion Stand: The Canadian Press, May 6 (MDG 5) 

An editorial in The Lancet, a top British medical journal, lauds Canada’s decision to make maternal and child health 

a priority at the G8 summit. But the journal takes exception to the “conscious decision” to omit abortion funding 

from that plan. Canada hosts the G8 summit next month in Huntsville, Ontario, and has championed the plan to 

bring basic health services to the poorest of pregnant women and children, mostly in Africa. 

Global Bank Tax Unfair, Says Prime Minister Harper: The Vancouver Sun, May 6 (MDG 8) 
In Brussels for the annual Canada-European Union Summit, Prime Minister Stephen Harper urged European 
leaders to focus on more agreeable financial system reforms rather than the global bank tax, which Canada rejects. 
Harper asserted it would be unfair to impose a levy on Canadian financial institutions. Several European countries 
are calling for the worldwide tax on financial institutions in order to create an insurance fund that could be used to 
bail them out in the event of another financial crisis.  
 

 

 

 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/g8-g20/africa/bono-interviews-obama-for-the-african-century-edition/article1562299/
http://www1.voanews.com/policy/editorials/Promoting-Global-Food-Security-93001389.html
http://www.cfr.org/publication/22061/debate_over_foreign_aid.html?breadcrumb=%2Fpublication%2Fby_type%2Fregion_issue_brief
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/g8-g20/africa/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/g8-g20/africa/harper-invites-2-more-african-countries-to-g20-summit/article1561503/
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/article/805869--journal-slams-tories-g8-abortion-stand-calls-it-hypocritical-and-unjust
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(10)60685-X/fulltext
http://www.vancouversun.com/sports/Global+bank+unfair+Harper/2993260/story.html


UNITED NATIONS AND AROUND THE WORLD  
 
Registration Open for Interactive Hearings of the General Assembly: UN-NGLS 
As a part of the process leading to the MDG Review Summit, the General Assembly will convene interactive 
hearings with representatives of NGOs, civil society and the private sector from June 14-15 at the UN Headquarters 
in New York. The outcomes of these hearings will provide an input to the preparatory process for the MDG Summit 
and be issued as an Assembly document. Online registration for observers is open until May 23

rd
.   

 
UN Calls on Europeans to Unleash Their Creativity Against Poverty 
The UN Regional Information Center in partnership with the Spanish Presidency of the EU has joined the campaign 
with “Unleash Your Creativity Against Poverty” print ad competition open to citizens and residents, including 
professionals, of all 48 European countries. Major European newspapers have also joined the UN’s European 
campaign and will publish winning ads. The winning ad will be awarded a 5,000 Euro prize sponsored by the 
Spanish Presidency in September in Madrid. 
 
No Woman Should Have to Pay With Her Life to Be a Mother: UN News Center, May 7 (MDG 5) 
Hundreds of thousands of women, nearly all of them in developing countries, die in childbirth every year, but this 
does not have to be the case, said Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, calling for global support for United Nations 
efforts to make motherhood safe for all. Mr. Ban noted that saving mothers’ lives may involve simple blood tests, a 
doctor’s consultation, and a qualified birth attendant. The risk of death can be further reduced by basic antibiotics, 
blood transfusions and a sterile operating room. 
 
World Bank Opens Free Access to Development Data: UNAIDS, May 6  
The World Bank has made its extensive store of developmental data – over 2,000 health, economic, human 
development, financial and business statistics – freely available in a new website data.worldbank.org. The Bank 
hopes to reach new audiences and foster a greater commitment to development issues. "Statistics tell the story of 
people in developing and emerging countries and can play an important part in helping to overcome poverty,” 
remarked World Bank President Robert Zoellick. (VIDEO) 
 
UN Working Group on Sport Pushes for Child Protection and Education: UN News Center, May 6 (MDGs 2 & 4) 
A new International Working Group (IWG) of the United Nations Sport for Development and Peace (UNOSDP) held 
its inaugural meeting in Geneva, ending with dozens of government representatives agreeing to use sport in 
supporting children and youth development. The IWG is designed to promote and support the adoption of policies 
and programs by governments to use sport to achieve peace and development objectives, specifically the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 
 
Corporations Help Countries Attain Millennium Development Goals: Tanzania Daily News, May 5 (MDG 8) 
During a Business Innovations for Africa's Future debate in Dar es Salaam, corporate leaders from Vodacom 
International, Sumitomo Chemicals, The Coca Cola Company and SABMiller pledged to assist African governments 
meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). International Business Leaders Forum Chief Executive Officer, 
Graham Baxter who moderated the discussion, indicated that businesses find it increasingly necessary to support 
communities in addressing poverty, health, sanitation and clean water supply. 
 
UN Commission on Sustainable Development Opens in New York: UN-NGLS, May 5 (MDG 7) 
On 3 May, the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) began its 18th session at UN 
Headquarters in New York. The session, which will run until 14 May, will focus on potential ways for finding 
equilibrium between economic development and growth, and environmental preservation. Mr. Sha Zukang, 
Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, told the Commission, “If we are going to meet the 
Millennium Development Goals, address climate change and ensure every person is given a fair chance for a better 
future, we need to seriously change the way we consume the Earth’s resources.” 

 

 

http://www.un-ngls.org/spip.php?page=amdg10&id_article=2423
http://www.un-ngls.org/spip.php?page=amdg10&id_article=2233
http://www.wecanendpoverty.eu/
http://www.unric.org/en/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34630&Cr=maternal&Cr1=
http://www.unaids.org/en/KnowledgeCentre/Resources/FeatureStories/archive/2010/20100504_WB.asp
http://data.worldbank.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07LFJYB2o3I&feature=player_embedded
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34623&Cr=sport&Cr1=
http://www.un.org/themes/sport/
http://www.dailynews.co.tz/business/?n=9657&cat=business
http://www.un-ngls.org/spip.php?article2418
http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/csd/csd_csd18.shtml


REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 
World Health Gains Show Millennium Development Goals Work: Reuters, May 10 (MDGs 4, 5, & 6) 
According to the World Health Organization’s (WHO) World Health Statistics 2010 report, the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) are largely responsible for “striking improvements” and efforts to improve child 
health, reduce maternal deaths, fight malaria and bring the AIDS epidemic under control in some of the world's 
poorest nations.  
 
ILO Global Report on Child Labor Calls for “Re-Energized” Global Action: ILO, May 10 
Launched to coincide with The Hague Global Child Labor Conference held in The Netherlands from May 10-11, the  
International Labor Office’s (ILO) quadrennial Global Report on Child Labor, “Accelerating action against Child 
Labor,” warned that efforts to eliminate the worst forms of child labor are slowing down and calls for a “re-
energized” global campaign to end the practice. According to the report, the global number of child laborers had 
declined from 222 million to 215 million, or 3 percent, over the period 2004-2008, representing a “slowing down of 
the global pace of reduction.”  
 

MDG COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 

 
Online Film Contest for Powerful Stories About Millennium Development Goals 
Link TV and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation have launched View Change, an online contest to create films 
about the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Videos about the MDGs can be submitted in the categories of 
innovation, sustainability, empowerment, leadership & governance, overcoming conflict and local and global 
partnerships.  Submissions will be accepted through August 31, with $50,000 in cash prizes. The winning films will 
be broadcast on Link TV and online.  
 
Petition for Universal Access to HIV Prevention, Treatment and Care: CUPE (MDG 6) 
As G8 and G20 leaders come together in Canada, it's critical to put pressure on them to put forward a costed and 
time-bound plan to deliver on their commitment to achieve universal access to HIV and AIDS prevention, 
treatment, and care services for all those in need. You can help by endorsing our petition to G8/G20 leaders, and 
by sending a message to Prime Minister Stephen Harper, asking him to take a leadership role in ensuring universal 
access to treatment.  

 
Mom's Day Petition: Momsrule.org (MDG 5) 
Share a story about your mom and have it added to the Momsaic by Momsrule.org. Through your participation, 
leaders attending the G8 Summit are learning the importance of helping mothers in need and their young children 
around the globe. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
May 3 – 14: UN Commission on Sustainable Development, New York, New York  
 
May 17 – 22: 63

rd
 World Health Assembly, Geneva, Switzerland  

 
June 2 – 4: InterAction Forum 2010, Washington DC   
 

On the Horizon  
 
June 7 – 9: Women Deliver, Washington DC 
 
June 14 – 15: Interactive Hearings on the UN Millennium Development Goals Summit, New York, New York 
 

http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE64931U20100510
http://www.who.int/whosis/whostat/2010/en/index.html
http://www.ilo.org/asia/info/public/pr/lang--en/WCMS_126897/index.htm
http://www.childlabourconference2010.com/
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_126752.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_126752.pdf
http://www.linktv.org/ViewChangeFilmContest?hm
http://cupe.ca/action/hiv-aids
http://www.momsrule.org/
http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/csd/csd_csd18.shtml
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/2010/wha63/en/index.html
http://www.interaction.org/forum
http://www.womendeliver.org/conferences/-2010-conference/
http://www.un-ngls.org/spip.php?page=amdg10&id_article=2299


June 14 – 18: 37
th

 Annual Global Health Conference, Washington DC 
 
June 16 – 24: G(irls)20 Summit, Toronto, Canada  

June 18 – 20:  The 2010 People's Summit: Building a Movement for a Just World, Toronto, Canada 

 
June 21 – 23: World Religions Summit, Winnipeg, Canada 

June 24 – 25: UN Global Compact Leaders Summit, New York, New York 
 
June 25 – 26: G8 Summit, Muskoka, Canada 
 
June 26 – 27: G20 Summit, Toronto, Canada 
 
August 4 – 6: 7

th
 Annual Youth Assembly at the United Nations, New York 

 
August 23 – 27: World Youth Conference Mexico 2010, León Guanajuato, Mexico  
 
September 17 – 19: Stand Up, Take Action: Make a Noise for the MDGs, Worldwide 
 
September 20 – 22: United Nations Millennium Development Goals Summit, New York, New York 

 
November 11 – 12: G20 Summit, Seoul, South Korea 

 

 

 
The 8 Millennium Development Goals 

www.standagainstpoverty.org and www.endpoverty2015.org  

 

http://globalhealth.org/conference_2010/
http://www.girlsandwomen.com/about_the_summit-6.html
http://peoplessummit2010.ca/section/2
http://www.faithchallengeg8.com/
http://www.unglobalcompact.org/newsandevents/2010_Leaders_Summit/index.html
http://g8.gc.ca/home/
http://g20.gc.ca/home/
http://www.faf.org/unyouthassembly/ya_home.htm
http://www.youth2010.org/site/
http://standagainstpoverty.org/
http://www.un-ngls.org/spip.php?page=mdg2010
http://www.g20.org/
http://www.standagainstpoverty.org/
http://www.endpoverty2015.org/

