
 

 

Covering Information from 

Monday, May 17, 2010 – Tuesday, May 25, 2010 

 
With the UN MDG Review Summit in September quickly approaching, it has become increasingly more important 
to spread the word on progress made thus far and the challenges that remain in achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). Please help us spread the word by forwarding this newsletter to your networks and 
listservs. Should you have any content and/or events you would like us to highlight, please email Alison Gemgnani 
at agemgnani@unfoundation.org.   

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

 
“What’s needed is a sustainable source of revenue to ensure every child can go to school, every mother has 
healthcare. The Robin Hood Tax would be a tax for the 21st century: a pittance for the brokers and bankers, a life-
saver for billions of people living in poverty.” 

– Make Poverty History Coordinator, Dennis Howlett, May 18, 2010 

 

UNITED STATES 
 
USAID Outlines Initial Reform Plans: The Lancet, May 22 (MDG 8) 
United States efforts to reinvigorate and better organize foreign development assistance will include a policy office 
at the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), announced Administrator Dr. Rajiv Shah. Dr. 
Shah said the agency will focus on building sustainable systems in line with the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), invest in country-owned development models, and increase focus on technological innovations that 
enhance living conditions.  
 
Does the United States’ Food Security Strategy Go Far Enough?: The Guardian, May 21 (MDGs 1, 7 & 8) 
The US government launched its Feed the Future (FTF) strategy document, outlining plans to concentrate efforts 
and resources in 20 countries, in an effort to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 2015 deadline of 
halving the number of people suffering from hunger and poverty. The document outlines a three year spending 
plan for the $3.5 billion President Obama pledged last year for agricultural development and food security. Critics 
argue that while it is commendable that the US wants to "bring agriculture back to the center of development 
policies," the report does not go far enough to tackle the underlying causes of hunger and food security. 
 
The Starving Can't Wait: The LA Times, May 19 (MDGs 1 & 8) 
The editorial supports the shift in global food programs from using American produced food and shipping it 
overseas to purchasing food locally in the region where it will be consumed to fight hunger. The United States is 
the world's largest food donor, and historically the US government has required that food aid be purchased at 
home and shipped by American companies.  International aid organizations have long argued that this process is 
expensive and inefficient, and most other donor countries have made the switch to cash allocations that allow the 
food to be purchased where it makes the most sense - in the country or region where it will be consumed.  
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CANADA 
 
Stable Canada Looks on as Other Nations’ Debt Threatens the Recovery: Vancouver Sun, May 22 (MDG 8) 
Maternal health in the developing world may be Canada's signature initiative for the G8 Summit in June, but the 
real issue before the G8 and G20 meetings is the debt crisis that threatens the global economic recovery and 
whether the world's leading economies will adopt a bank tax. In terms of deficit and debt, Canada has come out of 
the recession in better shape than any G8 country.  Finance Minister Jim Flaherty argued that Canada will vote 
against the financial-activities tax because it unfairly penalizes Canada, since they were successful in weathering 
the financial storm. 
 
Asking the G8 to Finish What They Started: The National Post, May 18 (MDG 8) 
The op-ed argues that instead of pressing the G8 to make new promises, G8 countries must first fulfill past 
pledges. The University of Toronto's G8 Resource Group estimates that some 254 commitments were made during 
Italy's 2009 G8 summit alone and G8 leaders, on average, have only made good on one-thirds of the 24 highest 
priority commitments. At Gleneagles’ 2005 summit, G8 members committed to mobilizing $50 billion in new 
development aid by 2010, with $25 billion earmarked for Africa. According to the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD), aid has increased by only about $30 billion, with just a sliver going to 
Africa, where this aid is needed most. 
 
Majority Oppose Harper’s Exclusion of Abortion Funding: Poll: The Globe and Mail, May 17 (MDGs 4 & 5) 
A poll conducted by Canadian Press-Harris Decima found that 58 percent of respondents oppose Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper's exclusion of abortion funding in his drive to improve maternal and child health in poor countries.  
Following Prime Minister Harper’s announcement that maternal and child health would be the key focus for the G8 
Summit, a contentious domestic debate ensued about whether Canada should be funding abortion. As Canadians 
wrestle with the abortion issue, international aid experts worry that the momentum to raise G8 funding for 
mothers and children is flagging. 
 

UNITED NATIONS AND AROUND THE WORLD  
 
Biodiversity Loss Brings Ecological Systems Closer to a Tipping Point: UN News Center, May 22 (MDG 7) 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon warned that despite repeated global commitments to protect the 
planet's species and habitats, the variety of life continues to decline at an unprecedented rate and urged action to 
curb the root causes of biodiversity decline. “Biodiversity loss is moving ecological systems ever closer to a tipping 
point beyond which they will no longer be able to fulfill their vital functions,” he stated in his message on the 
International Day for Biological Diversity, observed on 22 May. Some 70 percent of the world's poor live in rural 
areas, and depend directly on biodiversity for their daily sustenance and income.   

 
To Meet the Millennium Development Goals, Think Governance: The Brookings Institution, May 18  
At the Belgian Development Cooperation 2010 “States General” Conference, Brookings Senior Fellow Daniel 
Kaufmann presented the keynote address, emphasizing the achievements and challenges in meeting the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). In a follow up commentary, Kauffman and Research Assistant Veronika 
Penciakova present key findings and argue that uneven progress is related to major differences in the quality of 
governance across nations. They believe that increased focus on governance dimensions including corruption, 
inequality, media freedoms and gender rights is required to help address key hurdles to progress.  
 
WHO Chief Pushes Sustained Commitment to Millennium Development Goals: Kaiser Family Foundation, May 18  
During her opening address to the World Health Assembly (WHA) in Geneva, World Health Organization (WHO) 
Director-General Margaret Chan called for increased global efforts to reach the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs). "As we enter the second decade of the 21st century – and the homestretch for reaching the [MDGs] – we 
need to draw on every lesson, every approach, instrument, and innovative way of raising funds or collaborating 
together, from heads of state to civil society," argued Chan. She added, "We have very little time left, and little 
space for unproductive debates."  
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Africa Has Less Say After Changes in World Bank Voting: All Africa.com, May 17 (MDG 8)                                     
The World Bank has described its recent increase in the voting power of emerging economies as a reform “to 
enhance participation of developing countries.” But the shift has actually decreased a third of African countries’ 
share of votes. Eighteen sub-Saharan countries have lost a measure of their already modest influence in the 
institution's decision-making process. Criticizing the adjustments, Oxfam’s Head of Research, Duncan Green, noted 
in a blog entry that "the reform reflects the shift in global gross domestic product (GDP), and so benefits the big 
emerging economies, not the slower growing economies in Africa." 

 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 
The DATA Report 2010: Monitoring the G8 Promise to Africa: ONE Campaign, May 25 (MDG 8) 
Launched on Africa Day, ONE’s 2010 DATA Report 2010 offers verdict on whether the G8 have delivered on the 
promises made in Gleneagles in 2005. It makes recommendations based upon the successes and failures of the 
G8’s current set of commitments, the changing landscape both inside and outside Africa, and the priorities of 
African partners. ONE hopes these recommendations feed into deliberations in advance of the G8/G20 Summit in 
Canada in June and the UN Summit on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in New York in September.  
 
To Achieve Millennium Development Goals, Invest in Human Resources for Health: Physicians for Human Rights 
The Health Workforce Advocacy Initiative report has consolidated evidence on the connections between scaling up 
the health workforce and achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  The report proposes specific 
commitments that leaders should incorporate into the MDG action agenda on the health workforce and on 
developing equitable, accountable health systems – commitments that are vitally important if the MDGs are to be 
achieved.  

 
UN Report Calls for ‘Green Revolution’ by Africa’s Small Farmers: UN News Center, May 19 (MDGs 1, 7 & 8) 
The 2010 Technology and Innovation Report, issued by the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), 
warns that “ineffective farming techniques and wasteful post-harvest practices” have left sub-Saharan Africa as the 
region most likely to miss the Millennium Development Goals on poverty and hunger. The report argues that a 
“green revolution” led by Africa’s small farmers, and harnessing the latest technologies and innovations, is vital if 
the continent is to reduce extreme poverty and hunger by 2015. 
 

MDG COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 
 
Join the Conversation: Making the Millennium Development Goals Happen: United Nations Foundation-Devex 
The site will be launched Friday, June 4. The United Nations Foundation and Devex have teamed up to launch a 
global dialogue on “Making the Millennium Development Goals Happen.” Development professionals are 
encouraged to join the MDG-related discussion over the coming months. This forum is intended to serve as a 
resource for development professionals around the world to discuss, debate, celebrate and challenge the progress 
to date on the MDGs. It will also serve as a forum to discuss recommendations for the achievement of the goals 
over the next five years.   

 
The Lazarus Effect Premiered on HBO and YouTube: (RED) and HBO, May 24 (MDG 6) 
"The Lazarus Effect" by director Lance Bangs and executive producer Spike Jonze premiered on HBO, YouTube and 
Channel 4 (UK).  The 30 minute film illustrates the transformative effect of life-saving antiretroviral (ARV) medicine 
through the stories of four HIV positive people in Zambia. Taking the ARV medicine, 2 life-saving pills that cost 
around 40 cents a day, can help bring people back to life in as few as 40 days. Every day, 3,800 people die in sub-
Saharan Africa from AIDs and the film aims to prove that these deaths are entirely preventable.   
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REMINDERS 

UNDP/Olympus/AFP Foundation Photo Contest: ‘Picture This: We Can End Poverty’: Deadline – July 16 

LinkTV Online Film Contest for MDG Stories: Deadline – August 31 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
June 2 – 4: InterAction Forum 2010: Washington DC   
 
June 7 – 9: Women Deliver: Washington DC 
 

On the Horizon  
 
June 14 – 15: Interactive Hearings on the UN Millennium Development Goals Summit: New York, New York 
 
June 14 – 18: 37

th
 Annual Global Health Conference: Washington DC 

 
June 16 – 24: G(irls)20 Summit: Toronto, Canada  

June 18 – 20:  The 2010 People's Summit: Building a Movement for a Just World: Toronto, Canada 

 
June 21 – 23: World Religions Summit: Winnipeg, Canada 

June 24 – 25: UN Global Compact Leaders Summit: New York, New York 
 
June 25 – 26: G8 Summit: Muskoka, Canada 
 
June 26 – 27: G20 Summit: Toronto, Canada 
 
August 4 – 6: 7

th
 Annual Youth Assembly at the United Nations: New York 

 
August 23 – 27: World Youth Conference Mexico 2010: León Guanajuato, Mexico  
 
August 30 – September 1: 63

rd
 Annual United Nations DPI/NGO Conference: Melbourne, Australia 

 
September 17 – 19: Stand Up, Take Action: Make a Noise for the MDGs: Worldwide 
 
September 20 – 22: United Nations Millennium Development Goals Summit: New York, New York 

 
November 11 – 12: G20 Summit: Seoul, South Korea 

 

 

 
The 8 Millennium Development Goals 

www.endpoverty2015.org and www.standagainstpoverty.org  
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